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JICIINTA KPO3 apTyMEeHTAI M)y ,,Jja je MU 3a jake, a par 3a cade”, ITO je 1 [JIaBHU
NajTMOTUB Kibre. [la Ou ,,Mi3MepnIa” IpaKTUYHM HallpelaK eBPOIICKUX Ip)KaBa
Ka TPajHOM MUY, ayTOpKa KOPYUCTM CKaly Koja CyMupa Kopake Koje Tpeda mpehn
fia 01 ce MOCTUIIA OBA CBpXa: Iojma3ehy off paTHOT CTalba, CIeAV IPEeKN] BaTpe
(mpMMupje MM KalUTyIaluja), MUPOBHY CIIOPa3y MU, YCIIOCTaB/babe MUPOBHOT
CHCTeMa, OCHUBabe MIPOBHUX NHCTUTYIIM)A, IOMYUPEHe ICTOPUjCKUX pasnKa,
HeroBame COMMAAPHOCTI Mehy Ap>kaBaMa ¥ KOHAYHO, CTalbe TPAjHOL, 3alIpaBo
VICTMHCKOT MMpa, KOje ayTOpKa 03Ha4yaBa Kao MeanHO M MOXK/A HeOCTUKHO.
CxopnHo TOMe, 3a [epBacoBy je uzeja o ,,Kpajy ucropuje” dua morperHa, 13 4era
MO>KeMO fia 3aK/byunMo ja he ce Mup yBek usHoBa ocBajaty, He 1 fia he y koHau-
Hunu dutu ocsojeH. Kako 1 cama HaBoaM, ,MUPHO yjeninmeme Esporne je dumo
(v MoryIo 01 yBeK OUTM) IyTOBaMe, @ HUKala KOHAYHO OfpeanITe.”

»Jyx YTpexra” je, kako ucrude [epBacoBa, okapakTepucaH aedaToM 1msMe-
by nBa anTepHaTMBHA MOfena MehyHapOHOT IOpeTKa: pasHoiliese cHala U Ugeje
seurnol mupa. Taxo je YTpeXTCKMM MMPOM IOCTUTHYTO Ja paBHOTEXKA CHara nma
IPeSHOCT HaJl IAaTPUMOHMja/IHYM IpaByMMa U JUHACTUYKIM MHTepecuMa BIajia-
jyhux MoHapxuja, 4uMe je 3arodeTa 1 MOfiepHa uctopuja Myupa y EBporn. Ayropka
nozicehana, Mako yjeja 0 paBHOTEXM CHAra MIMa CBOje KOpeHe MHOTO ITpe paToBa 3a
IIITAaHCKO Hacehe, 3Ha4aj YTPeXTCKOT Mypa ce OIJIefia y TOMe, LIITO Ce CaM TEPMIH
paBHOTEXKa CHara IIPBY Iy T U3PUYNUTO NI0jaB/byje Y YTOBOPY Kao K/byYHM IPYHIUIT
KOju pery/uiie ofHoce usMehy eBponckux cua. IIpe cBera, ped je 0 IOHOBHOM
yCIIOCTaB/barby paBHOTEKe cHara nsmely @panirycke (koja je MMasna mpeTeHsuje Ha
IIITAHCKY KPYHY, IITO je 1 IPOy3POKOBAJIO pat) ¥ APYrux gpxasa. Mehyrum, nako
d1TaH KOpak Ha eBPOIICKO]j Iy Takby MIPa, HOBOYCIIOCTAB/beHM €BPOIICKY IIOpPefiaK,
Kako yka3syje [epBacoBa, Hije TeX10 3adpaHM paTa i CBaKaKo HUje rapaHTOBAO
Tpajay Mup. lllTaBuie, IpMHINI paBHOTE)Xe CHAra je, KAKO HaBOJM, IPeCTaB/bao
JOKTPUHAPHO ONpaBJlabe PUMCKe MaKCUMe , AKO JKe/TuTe MUp, IIPUIIpeMajTe ce
3a pat’, OJHOCHO, eBPOIICKe Ap>KaBe je Tpedaso ja dymy cripeMHe 3a paT y Liuby
Ofip>KaBaba MUpA 1 CONCTBeHUX cnodoma. Ha kpajy, ncrocraBuio ce ga npuH-
IIMIT paBHOTEXKe CHara Huje ycreo fia cupeun ycrodn Hanoneona bonamapre, Te je
HAaKOH HeroBe ,,allOKA/INIITHYHe aBaHType  ycreauo ayx beua.

»Jyx Beua” [epBacoBa mpukasyje Kpo3 feTabaH OINC OKOMHOCTY KOje Cy
MY IIPETXOJNIe, IbeTOBe HeycIlexe, pas/iore heroBor KO/Iarca ¥ Hajsaj, bheroBo
Hacnebe. VicroBpemeno, mpaBehnu mapasneny ca YTpeTXTCKMM MUPOM, OHA IIpaTu
IpOMeHe y II0JMalby KOHI[eIITa paBHOTe)Xe cHara. Haume, nyx beua je onnyaBa-
JIO YBepeme Jla je paBHOTe)Xa CHara MeXaHm3aM Koju Tpeda OCTaBUTH 32 EPUO
paTa, IOK je y MUpYy OTPpedHO HeIITO d0/be —yMeCTO CUCTeMa JiBa CYyIPOTCTaB/be-
Ha BOjHA §/10Ka, KaKaB je IIPeoB/IajiaBao TOKOM Beher fiela ocaMHaecTor BeKa, TO
du Tpedao fa dyne jemHOOIOKOBCKY CUCTEM Y KOjeM OV IIepUOfMYHN PasroBOpK
3aMeHIIN BOjHO ofBpahame. Tako je MpMHIMI paBHOTEXXe CHAra IPeIao IIyT Of
IPUMapPHOT Ka IOC/IefilheM CPEeICTBY 3a CIIpedaBalbe paTa I Ofjp)KaBarba MIUpa.
HIpyradnje pedeHo, NCKYCTBO 13 1814-1815. mokasano je BeNMMKMM CHIaMa Jia je
paBHOTe)Xa CHara Jie/IoTBOpHO opybe para, anu He 1 Mupa.
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[TonpaB/bame Heyclexa CUCTeMa 3aCHOBAHOT Ha PaBHOTEXM CHara, dua je
mucuja Jlure Hapopa, ocHoBane 1919. rogune y JKenesu. OTyza nornassbe Koje
OIINCYje Tpakeme Mupa HaKoH IIpBor cBeTcKor paTa HOCU HacnoB - JJyx JKenese
- wpascerve mupa kpo3 Jluiy napoga. Y numby aleKBaTHOT pa3yMeBarba OBOT IIepy-
Ofia 11 pasjiora joll jeHOT HeycIexa, [epBacoBa Ipyska MMpy KOHTEKCT gorabhaja
u3 1918. ropuue. Tako ucTude fa je pacmaj 4eTpy Be/lnKa LapcTBa - Pyckor, Ay-
crpoyrapckor, Hemaukor 1 OcMaHCKOT, KOji je OCTaBMO BaKyyM MOhM 11 13a3Bao
HOTUTUYKY Xa0C, 3aIIPaBO OMO CaMO MOC/IEMIIbH IOK, @ CTBAPHY Y3POLIM HBUXOBOT
ypylIaBamwa Ounn cy cTpyKTypannu. OHa HaBOM fla OBY UMIbEHUILY Tpeda MMaru
Ha yMy, Kajia ce ,,kpuByu Ilapyucka koHbepeHIIMja IITO HUje YCIIOCTaByUIa MUP Y
Esponu nnn JIura Hapopa Koja Huje cnpedna cnefehn par. llltaBumre, ayropka
yIIpaBO HACTOjU Jja TIPYXKU KOHTPA-apr'yMeHT CTaTHMM KPUTUKaMa O HECII0COd-
Hoctu JIure Hapoza fja cripeun n3dujame Jpyror cBeTckor para. Haume, oHa cMa-
TPa Jia je UeanuCcTIYKa 3aMICao0 Ja ce O1M/I0 KaKBOM MMPOBHOM CaBe3y, MOITIa
0de3dey T TOBO/BHO UBPCTa MOh J1a ce 3aycTaBy Be/lMKa MMIIepMjaTHa C1Ia Koja
je Beh kpenyna y par. K/byuHo 3amakame, jecTe a cije IIodeHIIIe HUCY IpH-
MeHusIe Hajdosbe IpaKce ,MHXXeHbEPIUHTa MIpa’, KOje Cy BUXOBU IIPeTXOHULIN
1814-1815 cBecHO M MaXK/bVBO KOPUCTU/IN 33 USTPA/Iiby MIPA TOKOM IIPEroBopa
y beuy. [epBacoBa 3ak/pyuyje fja cy ycnecu nyxa JKeHeBe dumy KpaTKOT Beka.
Cpaxku cranuu wiaH CaBerta JIure 3ajjao je 030u/bHe yjapiie lbeHOM JIETUTUMIU-
TeTy — Hajupe Janan, norom Hemauka u Mrannja n Ha kpajy Cosjercku Cases.

Hanopu fia ce peKOHCTpyuIlle KOHTMHEHT OWJIN CY MOACTAKHYTY OHMM ILITO
je 03HaYeHO Kao ,EBporcku gyx”, Koji ce jaBMo y iBa Tayjaca —1psu nocine 1945.,
a ipyru nocrne 1989. rognue. Kako nctuye I'epacoBa, oM cy dumu pasnmmanry,
a/m Cy ce ¥ IpeK/Iamanyg, Te caefehe mormasmbe Hajpe nocsehyje mpsom - ,,I1o-
C7IepaTHOM €BPOIICKOM JIyXY , KOjU je JOBeO JI0 eBPOICKMX MHTerpanuja. [Ipn
TOM, OHA VICTVYe 3Ha4aj T3B. ,AyXa Jante” y odnukoBamwy [locmeparHor eBporickor
Iyxa ¥ ocHUBame Yjenumenux Hanuja (YH), kpo3 Koje cy cuite modenHn1ie sxe-
JIeJie 1a TApaHTY]y COIICTBEHY HEe3aBUCHOCT M YTUIIAj, a/IK U Jla/be HUCY BEpOBae
jemHa gpyroj. Hanme, yBohemwe nmpaBa Bera I'epBacoBa oljemyje Kao mpumep mno-
Tpare 3a peannonutukoM. OHa MOHOBO NPEUCINTYje TPafiuIIIOHATHY HapaTUB
na cy YH ocrBapue Behu Hanpenax ka Mupy Hero JIura Hapopa, uctuayhn ga
je ycrex 3araHOeBPOIICKOT METO/Ia MUPa Y ITOCTIEPaTHOM IEPUOJY 3alIpaBo II0-
CTa0 CUCTeM MUpa yHyTap rmodanHor cucrema para. Hamme, ako JIura Hapopa ca
IpaBoOM Tpeda Jja ce cMaTpa HeycIleXoM, jep je odeadenuia Mup usmeby Benmkux
CIMIa 32 CaMo JiBe JlelleHMje, OH/Ia, KaKO HaBOJ, VICTM CTaH/japy pacybuBama Tpe-
da mpumeHuTy 1 Ha YjenumeHe Hanyje. BaykHy y/lory y HocmepaTHOM MHKembe-
puHry mupa, I'eppacosa npumnucyje lllyMaHOBOj fileK/Iapanyjy, Kao MpeKpeTHULIN
y myroj ucropuju EBpore, anocrpo¢upajyhu sumte nyra nsjasy Podepa Illymana
(Robert Schuman) fa ,,EBporna Hehe dutu cTBOpeHa OfjjefHOM VI IIpeMa jefHOM
IJIaHY , KaKO je TO TPaHAMO3HO OYeKVMBAHO M3 PaHMjuX IlaHoBa. Kako HaBoxy,
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OH je OBOM je[THOCTAaBHOM J3jaBOM O3HA4MO IIOYETAK je[JHOT JaJIeKO IIPaKTUYHMU-
jer myra pasBoja EBpoIicke 3ajefjHuIIe, 3aCHOBAHOT Ha (YHKLMOHAIU3MY VINTU
»OPTaHCKOj KOHIIeIIIMjy ByIIehenjcK1x opraHusama’.

»Ayx npommpene EBpone” ympaso je Taj Koju ce pa3B1jao ,,000370 , KOjI je
MIOTEKAO0 Off CTAHOBHMIITBA, a He Off HEKOT BE/IMKOT IIJIaHa U CTOTa je, KAKO HaBOAU
ayTopKa, 010 BMIIle eMOTMBAH HeTo MHTeneKTyanan. Hamme, mopenehn ra ca oy-
xoM beua n JKeHeBe u mocepaTHIM €BPOIICKUM JJYXOM, KOji CY Y IIOYETKY OM/IN
VHUIIMjaTUBE Koje Cy KOHTPO/INCasle ofpeheHe NonmuTake Kaace Uiy KylITypHe
enute, [epBacoBa ncTude fia je ;yx npomnpere EBpore d1o mokpeT Ha T0KaIHO]
OCHOBU — T3B. ,,JeCeH Halnuja Wi ,MupHa peponynnja.” Kao rmaBHOT MHCIN-
paropa 1 MUpOTBOpILa iyXa npomupene Espone, l'epBacoBa uctnye Muxanna
Ceprejesuya [opdauosa (Muxaun Cepieesuu Iopdaués), meropy KOHIENIN]Y ,,32-
jeIHITYKOT eBPOIICKOT IoMa” U PAaBHOTE)Xe MIHTepeca, HACYIPOT TPaANIIOHAITHO]
paBHOTeXU cHara. HanocneTky, mocnenme mnornasbe [epBacoba UIax 3aspirasa
peTopryKyM nutameM Yjegurena Eepotia unu 30pxana Eepotia?, ykasyjyhu Ha, n
Jajbe PasIMYNTEe MHTEPECe ¥ OYeKMBakha Ip)KaBa YiaHula EBporicke yHuje, 0K
CBaKa Off IbMX IIMa CBOje IoMMalbe yjequmeHe EBporne. VI3 Tora sakpyuyje fa je
ocHUBamwe EBporicke yHmje camo ¢asa Ha ITyTy Ka MUPY, IAK/Ie jOII yBeK AaeKo
of camor ozipepuita. Vako je 3a ['epBacoBy bpersut osnauuo ,,cmpt” I[Ipomn-
PEHOT eBPOIICKOT [1yXa, OHa OILielyje Jja CaMo IT0CTojale EBpoIcKe yHMje BuIIe
HIje YIUTHO, Beh je KbyuHo mmrame fa mu he EY ocratu BepHa 1juby TpajHOT
MUpa Ha Jy>K! POK 1 Jia 11 he HACTaBUTH A YyBa MUP, jeFHAKOCT ApyKaBa Ipef
3aKOHOM 1 c710dofie cBojux rpabana.

Y 3ak/byyHMM pasMaTpamuma, [eppacosa ce jour jeqHoM Bpaha Ha [llymano-
BY JieK/Iapanujy, anocrpodupajyhm fa wwipajnu mup ,,Hehe durtu mocTurHyT of-
jeHOM MM 110 jeyHOM IU1any. buhe nsrpahen kpos koHkpeTHa gocturayha xoja
IIPBO CTBapajy conupapHocT . Hajsam, Makcumy mup je 3a jaxe, paiti je 3a cnade,
I'epBacoBa aprymeHTyje nusHocehn HajBayKHUjy TeKIMjy JOCATALIEHET TParama
3a MupoM y Esponn: ,,MojepHa eBpoIICKa ICTOpHja [T0OKa3yje Jja Cy CBe ApKaBe,
des u3yseTka, Koje Cy ce BOAV/Ie MUIUTAPUCTIYKOM UJeONOT1joM 11 OpaH3MBHOM
BOjCKOM, Ka0 IJIaBHMM I'apaHTUMa HallVIOHATHe de30eJHOCTH, 3aBpIINIe y HeKa-
IeHLMju, OUI0 BOjHUM IIOPa3oM M/IM eKOHOMCKUM HeycriexoM. Hacynpor Tome,
HONTMTIYKA Be/IMYNMHA je BUIIe ITyTa IpoHaheHa y IpyIITBeHNM Be3aMa 3aje/iHI-
IITBA ¥ EKOHOMCKOT IIPOCTIEpUTETA KOjeé CAaMO TPajHU MUP MOXKe IPUYIITUTH.”
Y BpeMeHy Koje HaM M3HOBa IOTBphyje MOTpenHoCT Te3e O ,Kpajy ucTopuje’, y
BpEMEHY paTa KOoju ce OjjBMja Ha Ty EBpoIie, 0BO IITUBO je NUTEKAKO 3HAYajHO 3a
IpeuCcIUTHNBabe HauMHA [I0CTU3aba M 04yBatba, OYNTO, BPJIO KPXKOT MUpa y
EBpomu. Ca cTaHOBUIITA aKafleMCKe 3HaTIDKe/be, 0110 81 pasyM/buBo fia y 8y-
nyhHOCTV OYeKyjeMo HOBe YBH/ie O HEKOM HOBOM ,,/JyXy > KOji1 Y yCIIeio HaKOH
para y YKpajunnu, Kao cnefiehy dasy y nukaycy rparama 3a MupoM. [la i u mra
he taj ,HOBU 1yX” MOHETNU Kao MOYKe 13 IPETXOHNUX, OCTaje [a Ce BUJN.
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The book Conquering Peace by Stella Ghervas, as
the title suggests, discusses the attempts, success-
es and failures in the implementation of the peace
concept on the European continent, of which the
current European Union, as the author points out,
is the most recent but not last such attempt. Name-
ly, the author follows the “process of conquering
peace” in Europe through five key historical mile-
stones: the wars that left their mark on the Europe-
an continent and the resulting peace negotiations,
which Ghervas calls “spirits”. In other words, as
the author explains, “spirit” can be understood as
a common aspiration towards a certain ideal or
idea, in this case, the idea of peace. The five events
covered in the book are the War of the Spanish
Succession (1701-1714) with the spirit of Utrecht
(the “enlightened spirit of peace”), the Napole-
onic Wars (1799-1815) and the spirit of Vienna,
World War I (1914-1918) and the spirit of Geneva,
World War IT (1941-1945) and the post-war Euro-
pean spirit, and the Cold War (1947-1989) and the

spirit of enlarged Europe. In the Introduction, Ghervas points out that the fun-
damental premise of the book is that “perpetual peace might be a more effective
alternative to force, and the corollary that striving for peace can itself be a means

* sladjana.curcic@ies.rs
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to avoid war”. She explores this hypothesis through the argument that “peace is
for the strong and war is for the weak”, which is the leitmotif of the book. In or-
der to “measure” the practical progress of European states towards permanent
peace, the author uses a scale that summarizes the steps that need to be taken to
achieve this goal: starting from a state of war, followed by a ceasefire (armistice
or capitulation), peace agreements, the establishment of a peace system and peace
institutions, reconciliation of historical differences, fostering solidarity between
countries and finally, a state of permanent, genuine peace, which the author sees
as the — possibly unattainable — ideal. Consequently, Ghervas disagrees with the
idea of the “end of history”, from which we can conclude that peace will be con-
quered again and again, not that it will be ultimately conquered. Ghervas notes
that “the peaceful unification of Europe has been (and might always be) a journey,
never a final destination”.

The “spirit of Utrecht”, as Ghervas points out, is characterized by a debate be-
tween two alternative models of the international order: the balance of power and
the idea of perpetual peace. Thus, with the Peace of Utrecht, the balance of power
took precedence over the patrimonial rights and dynastic interests of ruling mon-
archies, marking the beginning of the modern history of peace in Europe. The
author recalls that, although the idea of the balance of power emerged long before
the War of Spanish Succession, the importance of the Peace of Utrecht is reflected
in the fact that the term balance of power appears in the treaty for the first time as
a key principle regulating relations between European powers. First of all, it refers
to re-establishing the balance of power between France (which had pretensions on
the Spanish crown, which actually sparked the war) and other countries. However,
although an important step on the European path of peace, the newly established
European order, as Ghervas points out, did not seek to ban war and certainly did
not guarantee lasting peace. Moreover, the principle of the balance of power, she
argues, represented the doctrinal justification of the Roman maxim “If you want
peace, prepare for war”, which means that European states should be ready for
war in order to maintain peace and their own freedoms. In the end, the principle
of the balance of power failed to prevent the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, so his
“apocalyptic adventure” was followed by the spirit of Vienna.

Ghervas explores the “spirit of Vienna” through a detailed description of the
circumstances that preceded it, its failures, the reasons for its collapse and, finally,
its legacy. At the same time, drawing a parallel with the Peace of Utrecht, she traces
changes in the understanding of the concept of the balance of power. Namely, the
spirit of Vienna reflected the belief that the balance of power is a mechanism that
should be left for times of war, while in times of peace, something better is needed
- instead of the system of two opposing military blocs, which had been dominant
for most of the eighteenth century, it should be a one-bloc system in which peri-
odic talks would replace military deterrence. Thus, the principle of the balance
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of power went from being the primary to the last means of preventing war and
maintaining peace. In other words, the experience of 1814-1815 showed the great
powers that the balance of power was an effective instrument of war but not peace.

The League of Nations was founded in 1919 in Geneva to remedy the failure of
the system based on the balance of power. Hence, the chapter retracing the search
for peace after World War I is entitled The Spirit of Geneva: Seeking Peace through
a League of Nations. In order to understand this period and the reasons for yet
another failure, Ghervas provides a broader context of the events of 1918. She ex-
plains that the collapse of the four great empires — Russian, Austro-Hungarian,
German and Ottoman, which left a power vacuum and caused political chaos, was
merely the last upheaval, and the true causes of their collapse were structural. She
notes that this should be kept in mind when blaming the Paris Peace Conference
for failing to implement peace in Europe or the League of Nations for failing to
prevent the next war. Moreover, the author offers a counterargument to the con-
stant criticism of the failure of the League of Nations to prevent the outbreak of
World War II. Namely, she believes that it is an idealistic idea that any peace trea-
ty could be invested with enough power to stop a great imperial power that has
already decided to wage war. A key observation is that the victorious powers did
not apply the best practices of “peace engineering”, which their predecessors in
1814-1815 consciously and carefully used to build peace during the negotiations
in Vienna. Ghervas concludes that the successes of the spirit of Geneva were short-
-lived. Every permanent member of the Council of the League struck heavy blows
to its legitimacy - first Japan, then Germany and Italy, and finally the Soviet Union.

Efforts to rebuild the continent were fuelled by what has been labelled as the
“European spirit”, which appeared in two waves - the first after 1945 and the sec-
ond after 1989. As Ghervas points out, they were different but also overlapped,
and she devotes the next chapter to the first — the post-war European spirit, which
led to European unification. At the same time, she emphasizes the importance
of the so-called “spirit of Yalta” in shaping the post-war European spirit and the
establishment of the United Nations (UN), through which the victorious powers
wanted to ensure their own independence and influence, but they still mistrusted
each other. Namely, Ghervas sees the introduction of veto power as an example
of the search for Realpolitik. She questions the traditional narrative that the UN
has made more progress towards peace than the League of Nations, pointing out
that the success of the Western European method of peace in the post-war period
became a system of peace within a global system of war. More specifically, if the
League of Nations should rightly be seen as a failure, because it ensured peace be-
tween the great powers for just two decades, then the same standard of reasoning
should be applied to the United Nations. Ghervas attributes an important role in
the post-war engineering of peace to the Schuman Declaration, as a turning point
in the long history of Europe, repeatedly recalling Robert Schuman's statement
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that “Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan”, as was
grandiosely expected in earlier plans. Schuman's simple statement marked the be-
ginning of a much more practical development path of the European Community,
rooted in functionalism or “the organic conception of multicellular organisms”.

“The spirit of enlarged Europe” developed “from below” and originated from
the people, and not from some grand plan, and therefore, as the author states, was
more emotional than intellectual. Comparing it with the spirit of Vienna, the spirit
of Geneva and the post-war European spirit, which were initially initiatives con-
trolled by certain political classes or cultural elites, Ghervas points out that the spirit
of enlarged Europe was a local movement - the so-called “Autumn of Nations” or
“Peaceful Revolution”, As the main inspirer and peacemaker of the spirit of enlarged
Europe, Ghervas sees Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, his concept of a “common
European home® and the balance of interests, as opposed to the traditional balance
of power. Finally, in the last chapter, Ghervas tackles the rhetorical question “Quo
Vadis, Europe?”, pointing out the still different interests and expectations of the
member states of the European Union, while each of them has its own understand-
ing of “United Europe”. Consequently, she concludes that the establishment of the
European Union is only a stage on the journey to peace, so it is still far from the
destination itself. Although for Ghervas, Brexit marked the “death” of the spirit of
enlarged Europe, she argues that the very existence of the European Union is no
longer questionable, but the key question is whether the EU will remain committed
to the goal of ensuring lasting peace in the long term and whether it will continue to
safeguard peace, the equality of countries and the freedom of their citizens.

In the concluding remarks, Ghervas revisits the Schuman Declaration, noting
that perpetual peace “will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.
It will be built through concrete achievements which first create a de facto soli-
darity”. Finally, Ghervas bolsters the maxim Peace is for the strong, war is for the
weak by presenting the most important lesson of seeking peace in Europe so far:
“Modern European history shows that all the states—none excepted—that have
followed this path of “grandeur” with militaristic ideologies and offensive armies
have ended their course in the land of decadence, whether through military defeat
or economic failure. In contrast, political greatness has repeatedly been found in
the social bonds of togetherness and economic prosperity that only lasting peace
can afford”. In a time that repeatedly lays bare the fallacy of the premise about the
“end of history”, in a time when a war is being fought on European soil, this book
is a very important contribution to re-examining the ways in which we can achieve
and preserve the glaringly fragile peace in Europe. In the name of academic cu-
riosity, we will be forgiven for expecting future new insights about a new “spirit”,
which would follow the war in Ukraine, an event that seems to have ushered in a
new stage in the cycle of seeking peace. Whether this “new spirit” will bring any
new lessons, as the previous ones did, remains to be seen.
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