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BYIT'APCKO-MAKEJOHCKI OJHOCH
U UCTOPUJCKU CIIOP (2017-2024)**

1. Vicropmuja jegHe ,,reorpagcke o6macT’” y napaHTe3n

Moj npujaremd 13 MaKelOHCKOT rpafia Pecena Backo IIBeTKOBCKM CKpeHYO
je y meuemdpy 2020. rofyiHe Mas>kiby Ha MOTIYHO pasInduTe Modyfe ABe 3eMbe
3a ckianamwe Criopazyma n3 2017. Tagamma Penydnnka Makenonuja (pannje
no3HaTa Kao busia Jyrocnosencka Penydnuka MakenoHuja) sxenena je fja npu-
crymn HATO-y n 3anodne mperosope 3a dynyhe umancrso y EBponckoj yamju.
Byrapcka je, c gpyre cTpane, )enena ja MaKeIOHCKOM I PYIITBY OTKPHj€ ,ICTO-
PUjCKY UCTHHY O CBOjOj dyrapckoj MpoIIOCTH U ,,3aje THUYKOj UCTOpUju” ca
byrapckom u byrapuma.

Mebytum, y jour Henmornmcanom Haupry criopasyma op 1. aBrycra 2017. 8y-
rapcky ucropnuap u guimomara Haym KajueB mpedopmynucao je HaBemeHN
TEKCT O ,,33jeJHIYKOj UCTOPYjU [iBE 3eM/be VI IbJIXOBIUX HAPOZIA Y ,,jeIUHCTBEHY
UCTOPHUjY , IITO je OYUIJIETHO 3aXTeBaJIO Off MAKeJOHCKUX UCTOpIMYApa Ja jelTHO-
CTaBHO Ipenuiny dyrapcke HaBojie, TOYeB Off Hace/baBama CroBeHa Ha bankaH,
ma jio 1944. KacHuje cy npyre nsjase, kao u OxBupHa nosunuja dyrapcke Braye
u3 okrodpa 2019. te [lexmapannja Syrapckor napjaMeHTa, caMo TO HOTBPANIIE.
Cam H. Kanyes je ymrao y 3ajelHIUKY UCTOPUjCKY KOMUCH)Y ¥ TOCTA0 3aMEHUK
KOIIpeficelHMKa ca Oyrapcke ctpaHe. OUNI/IEHO je la ce MaKeJOHCKa CTpaHa
HUje CTIOKNJIA Ca OBAKBYM TyMauereM I /i je TUXO 3aMEHU/A ,,jefTHCTBEHY
(common) ucropujy »3ajenHudxom’ (shared).

Pan 3ajeqHiyke KOMICHje jOLI HUje HY II04Y€O, a beH KolpecenaBajyhu ca dy-
rapcke crpaHe AHres JJMMUTPOB CAONIITHO je fia ce peBonynuoHap lone lendes

* stdetchev@yahoo.com

** OBaj pasi je HaIJCaH Kao Jleo IIpojeKTa ,Moj Xepoj, TBoj HenpujaTesb: VIcTOpMjcKM HapaTuBu
y M3rpajiiby HALMOHATHOT UeHTUTeTa ¥ pernoHy LlenTpanse u Jyroucroune Espomne”, koju
je mopp>xao Bumrerpapcku ¢poup myTem rpanTta Bumnerpan+ Sp. 22330095.
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(1872-1903) dopmo 3a cnodopy ,reorpadckor pernona Makenonuje”. Iberosa
usjasa duia Oy yBpenspyBa 3a caMor JleueBa 1 leroBe Kojlere 13 YHyTpallmbe
MaKeJ[OHCKe PeBOMTYI[MOHapHe OpraHm3aluje ¢ Kpaja 19. n moyerka 20. Bexa (Huje
CIIy4ajHO IITO Ce 4eCTO Has3MBa ,O0TaldMHa , JOK ce caM Ha3uB ,,MakenoHuja”
dp3o cakpanusyije). [la He TOBOPMMO fia je ped O 3eMJb) KOjy je jorr 1992. ropnne
Byrapcka nmpusHasa nog uMeHOM ,,Perrydnnka Makenonuja’.

2. Koctu I'onie [lerueBa nsry6/pene y npeBogy

Axo TO HUje d10 [leo CMUIIbeHe CTpaTeruje, OHJIA je Tpellaka CUTyPHO Ha-
IpaB/beHa U Ha MaKeJJOHCKOj cTpann. Hakon npopykTusHe ceHuIe 3ajeHIYKE
ucropujcke Kkomucuje y pedpyapy 2019. yciepuie ¢y jou Be — y jyHy U cenTeMOpy
2019 - xoje cy camo nHTeHsusupane cykod usmehy Coduje n Cxonpa. bByrapcka
cTpaHa je ¢pedpyapcky IpUCTYI TyMadmIa (MOXK/a He de3 OCHOBA) Kao pasyMe-
Bambe y IIPOHATaXewy PopMyIaluja 3a CpefilbOBeKOBHE TMYHOCTH, Ko IITO Cy
"hupuno n Meropuje, Knument Oxpupcku, Haym Oxpupcku u Camynno. Byrap-
CKa MIHMCTapKa CIO/bHUX IocnioBa Exareprnna 3axapujesa o3Haumna je y dyrap-
CKIM MeJ[lMj/IMa OBO TyMadelbe Kao IIpu3Hambe, IpBy IyT 13 CKoIljba, IIOCTOjamba
cpenmboBeKoBHe dyrapcke ap>kase. Takobhe, BubeHo je 1 kao eo maMeTHe TaKTVKe
MaKefIOHCKe CTpaHe, IIOIITO Ce OYeKNBasIo fAa OyrapcKy mapaMeHT paTuduKyje
ynasak Penydnuke CeBepHe Makenonuje y HATO 3a camo iBe Hefiesbe, IITO je U
yuunno. lllTaBuire, MakeJJOHCKa CTPaHa je IPOMEHY HasuBa npasHuka CeeTor
hupuna u Meropuja y Byrapckoj Bupena kao pasyor 3a U3BeCHO IIOB/Iauere 13
oBMX cropasyMa. Hamme, mociie MHOTO ropyHa mpasuuk je 9. geremdap 2020.
TOJHe IPEMMEHOBAH 13 ,,/laH dyrapcke mpocseTe u Ky/IType U CTaBeHCKe M-
cmeHocti” Yy ,,[lan CBete dpahe hupnia u Metonuja, dyrapckor mucma, mpocseTe
U KY/IType ¥ C/IOBEeHCKe KibyKeBHOCTH . Ha cactanky y Ckormy y jyHy 2019.
Makezonnja je mpemoxnia fa ode fip>kaBe oderexe IMpecebembe TOCMPTHUX
ocraraka l'one [JenryeBa n3 Coduje y Ckompe, Koje ce oroguao okrodpa 1946.
3a dyrapcky cTpany, To je Onia jefHOCTpaHa OfIyKa byrapcke KoOMyHUCTIUKe
napruje (BKII) u weHor nmupepa [eopru JJuMuTpoBa, Koji je 1 caM oOlnnyere 1n-
KBJ/IallVje BUIIEIapTUjCKOT CUCTeMA U leMOKparuje y 3emby 1946-1947, HakoH
omTpor 1 dpyTanHOr 0dpadyHa Yak 1 ca CBOjUM OMBIINMM caBesHMIMMA 3 OTall-
duHckor ¢ppoHTa 1 aHTUAMNUCTUMA. Y3 TO, MaKeJOHCKM IIPeJi/Ior Y3HeMUpaBa
dyrapcky crpany 3dor npucehamwa Ha HACMIHY MaKeIOHU3aIjy ca jyrOCIOBEH-
ckuM npusBykoM y [Iupunckoj Makegonuju y nepuopny 1946-1948. Cacranak
oppxxan 12. u 13. centemdpa 2019, koju je mpOTEKAO y OECIUIOLHUM PasTOBOPUMA,
duo je n HermocpenaH MOBOJ, 3a dyrapcky OKBMPHY IO3UIIN]Y, KOja ce TIojaByIa
OTIPU/IMKE HAKOH MeCel] JaHa, IITO je mpepasuunio CropasyM o IpujaTe/bCTBY
u godpocycenckum ogHocuma us 2017. rogue.
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3. Hecnpeuena OxBupHa nosunuja

Kapa je peq o OxBUpHOj mo3nuumju, Moxe ce pehn a Ty gomasmumo o gpyre
MaKefIOHCKe TIpelliKe 1y mpomycra. Bpeme op 13. centemdpa 2019. (cactanak
3ajepHnuke ucropmjcke komucuje y Coduju) 1o cacTaHKa HOMUTUYKUX TTApTHja y
Casety OyrapcKor mpefice[HIKa 3a HauyoHanHy de3demnoct 30. cenTeMdpa, a 3a-
TUM J0 I71acama o0 OkBupHOj nosunyju dyrapcke Braze 9. okTodpa u lexmapanuje
dyrapckor Codpama y npumor Tome of, 10. 0kTodpa, MaKeJOHCKa AUIJIOMATHja
HIje cMena Ja ,Ipecnasa’. YnHu ce fa je CkoIybe HEKMM IrecTOBMMa Tpedaso aa
CIIpeY) HaCTaHaK IIOMEHYTOT IOKyMeHTa. TakBy reCTOBY Cy TeIIKOo Oumm Moryhn
¥ TewKo fia du Sy monmxasajyhn y nopehemy ca 20 meceriut ;yrum dyrapckum
BeToM 2020-2022. YMecTo Tora, OBJie Ce HeTfie yOOIM4IMo MaKeJOHCKM CTaB, KOjI
jé cBakakxo Tpajao jo Kpaja 2021. Ha npBu mores 1e/10Bao je Kao MOCTOjaH I yTe-
MesbeH. Konenxamky kputepujymu 3a wiancTBo y EY us 1993. saxTeBajy nocroja-
Ibe IeMOKPATCKUX MHCTUTYLMja, BIaJJaB/He IIPABa, IOUITOBamba /by JCKMX IIpaBa,
IpaBa MamJHa, PYHKI[MOHAIHE TP>KUIIHE eKOHOMMje U Ipyro. TaMo ce HUIITa
He Ka)Ke HM O KaKBOj UCTOPMjI M Hapauuju o npouutoctu. [Ipema BpegHocTMa
EY, noppxaBa ce KynTypHa pasHonukoct. Crora je HeKako orndHo pehn ma
»MI MaKe[JOHIIM MMaMO IIPaBo Jja Ka)keMO KO CMO 1 KOjUIM je3MIKOM TOBOPYIMO .
[Tonutudapu He Tpeda fa ce Mellajy y paj 3ajefHIYKe MCTOPMjCKe KoMucuje, Beh
fia je mycTe fja pagy y Mupy. Vicropudapu ca ode cTpaHe TBpAUIN CY ia CY ipyTe
CIMYHEe KOMUCHje pajuJie ielleH1jaMa 1 la OBa KOMMCHja Huje Mala MaHJaT Ja
Oy dyje O MCTOPMjCKMM INYHOCTMMA IonyT Tome [emrdyeBa wun ga geduHuIe
ucropujcke npeHtutere. Konauno, duso je nsjaBa u o ToMe Kako je T'oue [lemues
MaKeJJOHCKM JIP>KaBOTBOPHM MUT U /1A je UCTVHA O IeMY M3HaJ unibeHnia. Oso je
yuuHIIOo fia dyrapcku ycnos fna Komimcuja foHece onyky o [lemrdeBy o okTodpa
2020. nmocTaHe TEUIKO IIPYMEH/bUB.

4. Konenxalmku KpuTepujyMu Uiy IpaBo BeTa?

Y cTBapyu, 0BaKO KOHCTPYMCAHO ¥ Ha IIPBY HOTI/Ie], yOen/bMBO, MAKETOHCKO
odpasnoxeme 3a dumarepanHe mperopope dumo du gparoueno aa byrapcka un
Jajbe HUje 3afprkaa IIpaBo BeTa, Koje je 1o npasuanma EY nerntumno. Vnak,
MaKefIOHCKY MOJIMTUYAPU Cy CUTYPHO BepOoBaIi Jla CIIO/bHY MPUTUCAK MOXKE Jja
Harepa byrapcky Ha Kommpomuc. MebyTum, mokasaso ce fa TO yoIIITe Hije TaKo.
JenHor faHa, He camo Aa je Coduja cTaBmta BeTo (KOju je HasBaH ,Heo00paBame
u dnokmpame nperopapaykor oksupa Perrydnnke CeBepne MakenoHnuje”), Beh je
OH 1noTpajao oko 20 mecenyu. [Topex Tora mITo je BeTO jeHOM 01O CTaB/beH, 01O
je ¥ Ipo#y>KeH JiBa myTa — y jyHy 1 fetiemdpy 2021. To je moBerno o Tora fia ca
B/IaCTV IagHe 30paH 3aeB, npemujep Penrydnuke CeBepHe MakesjoHmje, mTo je
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Byrapcka, unHu ce, gyro nurdeknsana. llrasume, y unany 7 IIpecanckor yro-
BOpa U fiajbe Ce TOBOPY O ,,UICTOPU)I , ,, IUBUIN3ALNIN , ,KYATYpU U ,Hacnehy”.
Ileo oBe MaKeIOHCKe cTpaTernje duo je u HactaBak decruiofHOr pasia Vicro-
pUjCKe KOMUCHje, 4Mje je Ie/IoBabe IIpecTano 300T BaHPeIHMX ITap/laMeHTapHIX
nadopa 2020. [TpegBuzeBIIN 1a HOCTOjI OIIACHOCT Off HOBOT ,,[PYKOT CIleHapuja’,
IIPBJ MaKeJOHCKYM MIHIICTap CIO/bHMX ITOCNIOBa JleHKO Majiecku fao je y mHTep-
Bjyy Oyrapckom HoBuHapy l'eoprujy Kopuraposy usjase npuxsat/puse 3a dyrap-
CKY CTpaHY, Koje 811 MoIJle IOHOBO Jja OTBOpe IIpoliece IPUPy>KUBamba. YCIeANIO
je omBajame npencennnka Crese IlenmapoBckor o MuHMCTpa Maneckor, Koju je
IIOCTIe M3BECHOT BpeMeHa M3ryd1o 1 QYHKIN)y MpefCeIHNIKOT CaBeTHUKA.

5. Bero 6e3 ucropuje

bByrapcku munucrap ogdpane n nuaep napruje BMPO - Byrapckm Hanuo-
HaHy nokpet Kpacumup Kapakayanos 3anpetno je 9. centemdpa 2020. rogune
BETOM YKOJIMKO He dyzie 110 HampeTKa y pafy 3ajefHIYKe UCTOPUjCKe KOMU-
cuje. YpKoc oBoj unmeHnnyu, CKoIbe je 3afip)Kajo cBojy TakKTUKY. IIpemujep
3opan 3aes je yak pekao fia je Komucuja joHena ofyky o ,,Tpu epe” 1 jia ,,liena
EBpomna nma 3ajefHIYKY MCTOPH]y , JOK je MIHMCTAp eBPOIICKUX nocnosa Hu-
Kosa JJMMUTPOB OIET IIOHOBMO Jia CE O je3UKY U U/IEHTUTETY He MOXKe IIPeroBa-
patu. Y oBoM TpeHyTKY, KapakayaHOB je Ioueo ca yBpe[/bUBUM IpuMendaMma.
Make[IOHCKY 3aCTaBy je Ha3Bao ,pOTALMOHUM BeHTHMaTopoM . ITonynuo je na
THoIIajbe BOjHU MHXXemhepujcKu daTaboH (He Tpeda 3adopaBUTH a je OH Taja
TOBOPYO Ka0 MUHUCTAp ofidpaHe) Ia YHUIITaBa HeKe CIIOMEHMKe U3 BpeMeHa
aHTMKBU3aluje (M3rpajitbe CIIOMEHMKA UCTOPYjCKMM IMIHOCTIMA U3 aHTUYKe
Maxepnonnje y CKOIbYy U IpYTMM MaKeOHCKUM TpajjoBuMa). V3jaBno je aa je
MaKeJJOHCKO IVICMO JIeJIO ,,yYeHUX-Hey4eHnx He3Hamuua. Ekarapuua 3axapujesa
jé, Yy CBOjCTBY MMHUCTPA MHOCTPAHMX IIOC/I0BA, MPOHMYHO FOBOPUJIA O II€JIOM
HPOLIECY ,,M3MMIIUbamkbha MaKeZoHCKOT mcMa. OBy HeoOnuHu cTaBoBu OKBUpPHE
HO3NIfYje Ca CBOjUM CYIPOTHMM CXBaTameM O CaMo jeffHOj dyrapcKoj MCTOpuju
1o 1944. ropyHe U HEO3dM/BHUM OJJHOCOM IIpeMa MaKeJOHCKOM je3MKY JOfIaTHO
Cy IOTOPLIA/IN CUTYALVjy ¥ YYMHUIN 2 MaKeJJOHCKA IO/IMTYKA U jaBHOCT dymy
OIIPe3HM Ha M3jaBe IonyT oHMX Jlenka Maeckor.

Tapa je dyrapcka cTpaHa ofTy4nia fa IPUMEHM BETO U Jla IIyTeM Meauja
IpUIIPEMU jaBHOCT 3a TO. Off TOT TPEHYTKa, ca jefHMM NPEeKUOM Off 3—4 faHa
novyetkoM 2022. rofuHe, Ha 1ie/10j Oyrapckoj TeleBU3Nju y TP jyTapma dmoka
T0jaBMJIe Cy Ce CaMO IpucTannie BeTa. Unanosy 3ajefHIYKe UCTOPUjCKE KOMM-
cuje Anren lumutpos, Haym Kajues, ViBan Vimaes u Kupun Tonanos camo cy ce
CMemUBaIN ¥ Ipenasnan ca pasnuuntux TB cranuia kao ga cy npermnahenn
TOBOPHMIIM O TOj TeMM. Y TO BpeMe dyrapcKu MCTOpUYapy TOBOPUIM CY IOTIIYHO
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Kao MOMUTUYapu. Byrapcko MMHICTapCTBO CIIO/BHUX IIOCIOBA IOACTAKIIO j€ TeNle-
BU3Mje []a TpeHeCy paHuje 0OMMKOBaHY IOPYKY, a jefiHa Off IbMX je YaK MCKPUBU/IA
3Hauere OTBOPEHOT MICcMa dyrapCcKuX ¥ MaKeJOHCKUX HTe/IeKTyaIala, IpecTa-
B/bajyhn ra kao nucmo noppuke mpepcrojehem Bery. KonauHo, 1 cam Beto, Koju je
dumo n3a3BaH HeOCTATKOM OIr0BOpa Ha nuTame o [ore [lendeBy, HajaB/beH je 13
CacBMM APYIMX pasyora. Vinm ux je dap Tako jaBHO mncrakita Exatapnna 3axapu-
jeBa y CaBerty 3a omure nocnose 17. HoBemOpa 2020. Tamo je pekia fa byrapcka
HUje IpuUXBaTuIa Iperopapauky okBup Pemydnuke CeBepHe Makeponuje. OHa je
y MMe CBOje 3eM/be 3aXTeBasa caefiehe: a ce y mperoBapaykoM OKBUPY KOPUCTH
¢pasa ,,3BannuHM jesuk CeBepHe MakeloHuje”; 1a IIOCTOjU Malla IyTa 3a CIPO-
Bobheme Criopasyma 13 2017. ronnHe; Aa MaKe[JOHCKA CTpaHa Ja 13jaBy Jja Ha3MB
3eMJ/be He 3Ha4Ml TEpUTOpMjaiHe IpeTeHsnje npeMa byrapckoj n mperensuje mpema
MamJHaMa. ToKoM HapeHUX HeJle/ba OBUM 3aXTeBMMa IPUOJATH Cy HOBU, KOjU
OIleT HIUCY OM/IV Be3aHU 3a PAcIpaBy O MCTOPUjCKMM IUTABVIMA 13 IPETXO/IHE
ropyHe. HarmamreHo je ga mocToje pasmmuuTe mpemnpeke 3a dyrapcko MocaoBame
y Perrydmum CeBepHoj MakefjoHMj1, ja HeMa HAaIIPeTKa y MCIYHbaBamby IIPOjeKTa
Kopupopa dp. 8 u 1a y MakeloHCKMM MeAMjuMa IOCTOj! CTaTHU TOBOP MpPXKibe
npema byrapuma u tako gaspe. Herpe ce ofie nojaBuia u nsjasa fa byrapcka nma
npexo 100.000 cynapoguuka y Penydnuny MakeoHmj1, Koje He MOXKe Jia HAIYCTH.

Mako Byrapcka Huje nsHena NCTOpMjCKe apTyMeHTe, MaKeJOHCKY IIpeMIjep
3opaH 3aeB 3Hao0 je fia je ,mac Ty 3akomaH . OH je KaTerOpu4YKy TOBOPUO O He-
KaKBOj MaIly MyTa, O ,,3ajeIHNYKOj MICTOPUj!U , YaK je MIIA0 TONMKO HAJIEKO fia je
roBopuo fia je byrapcka ,agMuuuctpupana’ MakefoHujy TokoM JJpyror cBeTCKOr
paTa kao X1MT/IepoB caBe3HMK, Ka0 U O U3jaBM ,,]yrOC/IaByja HAC je TIofennia . 3aeB
je yak moMeHyo u npucycTBo byrapa y Makefonuju u mnxoBa npasa, dygyhn
f1a y BeTOBUM 4YeCTUTKaMa rocBeheHuM VIInHeHy NpeTXO[HNX TOAHA, KA0 I
y APYTMM 3BaHMYHMM rOBOpUMA IIPUINKOM Hadpajama Hapoja y 3eM/by byrapu
Hucy nocrojanu. CnudHo usjaBama Jlenka Maseckor, 1 y 0BOM cy4ajy, IOK je
y MO3aAVHM OUJIO XYIIKabka 1 HelpMjaTe/bCTBa Y MaKeJOHCKOM APYLITBY (Tpu
ucTopuYapa 13 MaKeJOHCKOT Jiena 3ajefHNYKe KOMIUCHje — KOju Cy Ty dumm y
HapeH!M MecelyiMa U TOfMHaMa — KPUTUKOBa/IN Cy 3aeBa Te Bedepn), | TaKBU
TeCTOBU U Jajbe HUCY Ovn foBojbHM 32 Codujy

Kpajem 2020 - xapga je komecap 3a npomupeme Esporncke yauje Onnsep Bap-
Xe7bU TIOCTABMO YCTIOBE Y Be3y ca ncropujckum cnoposnma nsmehy Coduje n Cxo-
I/ba y OKBUPY opMy/Ianmje IpoTuB ,,PpancupukoBama UCTopuje” (HELITO LITO
du maHac MOIJIO 3By4aT Kao ,,pauu ¢ppaniycky npensor’) — Yemka n CrnoBauka
CAOIIITHJIE CY A je HAMeTarbe YC/I0Ba Be3aHMX 3a MICTOPUjCKe CIIOPOBE IITETHO
3a Ipoliec npoupermna EBporicke yHuje. ,,IIpefmokenn TeKCT - I7acuo je mUXoB

1 Jenan on mux 610 je Anexcangap JINTOBUCKY, KOjI Ce IOHOBO BPaTHo y centeMGpy 2024.
Kao pe3y/nTar IpoMeHa Koje je n3Bena Braga Xpucrtujana MuIjKockor.
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CTaB — CafpXKI elleMeHTe, YK/by4dyjyhu y To n upsejy dpancuduxosama ucropuje,
3a KOjy BepyjeMo fa Ou dula ITeTHa 3a MpoLiec MPOLIMpera i MOT/Ia Y JOBeCTH
JI0 Aa/buX KOMIUIMKanuja'. ,Hehemo fo3Bonuty na YHuja — HactaBunu cy — dyze
apduTap Halle 3ajeJHIYKE UCTOPHje, HAYMHA Ha KOjI Ce MeHTUPUKYjeMO UIn
jesuka Koju Kopuctumo. OBa IuTarma NpuIazajy moroheHnM crpaHama, a Mu CMO
TY J1a X IIOAPXXMIMO MICKYCTBOM CBOjUX COIICTBEHNX IIpolieca onopaska.” byrap-
CKO MUHJICTAapCTBO CIIO/BHUX ITOC/IOBA JIAJI0 je CAOIIIITe e 3a jaBHOCT. PeyeHo je
na cy 3ak/pyuke CaBera EV ,HeoueknBaHO” dmokmpare ,aBe 3eM/be WIaHNUIE
Koje Cy MX paHMje moapxKane. Kako ce HaBoJy y caonmTemy, Ha MHCUCTUPabe
Byrapcke y 3ak/byd1yMa je jofiaTa ,,pedeHn1a 0 3Ha4yajy yropopa Pemryommxe Ce-
BepHe Makenionnje ca byrapckom u I'pukom 1 ia he ce BUXOBOM IIPYIMEHOM CTaTH
Ha Kpaj CBUM TBpAbaMa 3aCHOBAHNM Ha IIOTPELTHOM TyMauemy ucropuje”. Kao
mto hemo BupeTn, nHcuctupame Onnsepa Bapxenuja Ha ucTopujckoM criopy ode
sem/be Hahu he ce 3a roguHy 1 110 KaHa y Tako3BaHOM ,,PpaHITyCKOM IIpesory”
3aCHOBAHOM Ha ImpoTokonuma 1 Criopasymy ca byrapckom us 2017.

6. YnimB ucropuje y Konenxamke kpurepujyme

byrapcka je HapenHe Mecelle MOCBeTMIA MPOHAIAXKehy HaunHa f1a ce OKBUp-
Ha [03M1IMja HeKaKo ,IIpoByYe” Kpo3 Kputepujyme u3 Komnenxarena. Tako je Ha-
CTao HmakKerT ,,5 mwryc 1”. OH roBOpM 0 TOMe KaKO Halll jyro3amajHy cycel Mopa
7la 0de3denn TO Jla BErOBO IYTO M KPATKO MIMe He NpeJiCTaB/ba TePUTOPHjaTHy
npereHsujy npema byrapckoj; 1a Ckombe ofjycTaHe 0Jf 3aXTeBa 3a IIpU3HaIbe
MaKeJOHCKe MamMHe Yy byrapckoj; ma pesynrare paga Vicropujcke Komucuje
IpMMeHM y mpakcy (yrdeHumy, Myseju 1 p.); aa pexadunnryje xprse TutoBor
KOMYHMCTUYKOT peX1Ma 11ocye JIpyror cBeTCKOr paTa i OTBOPY apXMBe 13 OBOT
Ieprofa; Aa IIpeKHe TOBOP MPKibe NpoTuB byrapcke u Byrapa y makegoHckum
MepujuMa. IbuMa je jeman o caBeTHUKa Oyrapckor npezicefHnKa Pymena Pagesa
I0fa0 U YK/byunBame byrapa y MakeOHCKM ycTaB. 3aXTeB HUje 10 [ie0 HIjeTHOT
noxkymeHTa (dumarepaman Criopasym us 2017. rogusae, OkBUpPHU CTaB, Jexmapa-
Iuja dyrapckor map/iaMeHTa), HUTH je d1o feo duyo KaKBOT KOHCeH3yca dyrap-
CKMX MOUTUYKNX MTAPTHja VN jaABHOT MIbeba. YMECTO TOI'a, ITOCTAOo je ,TTIaBHN
»Bofiehn” n ,,kpyynn”. CIMYHa yOyTCTBA JaTa Cy ¥ CBUM MefIMjuMa y 3eMJb.
Ha xondepennuju nocsehenoj I'oue lenueny y HIK-y (Hannonantoj nanatu
kyntype — Konrpecun nientap Coduja) onpkanoj 4. Maja ose rofuse, Pazies je
JaK Ile0 TaKeT Ha3Bao HOBUM MIMEHOM — ,,1 rryc 5”. MebhyTum, oBzie cy npBu my T
HaIyIITeH!U je3UK u cyrectuje OKBUpHe 03K1Mje, Koju cy mpesasnaznunn Cro-
pasym u3 2017. rofuHe, KOji je ITaK TOBOPYO O CaMO jeIHOj dyrapcKoj UCTOPUjI O
1944. Vnak, focTa TOra je cajp>KaHo y Ipefiory EBpoIicke yHIje, KOju je IT0CTao
HIO3HAT Ka0 ,,ppaHIyCKN™ 1 KOjU je TIOMOTao fja OyrapcKi apiaMeHT YKIHE BETO.
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Y mpepsory cy duma u fokyMeHTa ImosHara kKao IIpoTokomnu, kKoju ce ofHOCe Ha
paj 3ajefHMYKe MCTOPUjCKe KOMUCHje. 3aHMMJ/BIBO je Jja je IpeIor 0f00puIo
cBUX 27 gpxaBa wiaHuma EBporncke yHuje, ma yak u Yemka n CrioBauka, Koje Cy
Kpajem 2020. nmarie npumesde Ha HAMeTalbe YC/I0BA Be3aHNUX 32 MICTOPUjCKe CII0-
pose. 3dor oBakBoOr pa3Boja forahaja mpe gBe roxyHe, MaKeJOHCKO jaBHO MIbeHe
je eBPOIICKY OKBUP ITO3HAT K0 ,,pPAHI[YCKY IPEAJIOr TOXKMBENO Kao ,,0yrapcku
nukratr’. Mebhyrum, [Ipecnancku criopasym u criopasyM ca byrapckom onpasrasu
Cy apr'yMeHTOM Jja Cy 1oOPOCYCeNCKM OIHOCK feo KpuTepujyma 3 Komnenxarena.

7. A Kypa caga?

Y MecenyMa Koju Cy IpeTXOAVIN ,,PaHIIyCKOM IIPefiIory , y OyrapcKuM Me-
AujuMa mupuia ce xucrepuja. [Ipemmjepa cy cTaqHO ONTY>KMBaN 3a ,, HAIIVIOHATI-
Hy 1373jy”. byrapcku ncropudapu u3 Komucuje modenu cy He camo Jja roBope Kao
nonuTuyapy, Beh u fa pactpasmajy ca mpemujepom Kupunom IletkoBum, ma gak
U Jia Ia ,IIONYNIMpY IOKYyIIaje pyiuema Brase. HempecTtano cy ctusane xande Ha
»~TOBOp MpKIbe~ jyrosamagHor cycesia byrapcke. Jeman o wiaHOBa dyrapcke Me-
moBuTe Komucuje VBau Vrdes odjacHuo je Tajja dyrapckoj jaBHOCTH i ,HEMaMO
mapraperny 3a Marapia’. ,Marapai;” je HapaBHO 3eMJba Ca KOjOM IIPEroBapaMo 1
ca kojoM cMo noTnucanu CropasyM o IpujaTe/bCTBy. Y TO BpeMe dyrapcky jaBHU
IPOCTOP U MeAINjCKO OKPYKerbe dUIN Cy IpeIyHN U3pasa Kao LITO CY: ,,MaHEeKeH-
Ka”; ,CeBepHOMaKe[OHIIN ; ,,CEBePHOMAaKeJJOHCKM je3uK s ,MakenoHuja je byrap-
cka’; ,Kap ce Makeonan okya, mocraje unctu byrapun; ,MakenoHuja je femno
KomunrepHe”; ,,MakeoHCcKH je dyrapcku jesuk Ha cprickoj mucahoj mamum’;
»LMTO je U3MUCINO”; , MaKeOHCKa UcTOpuja mounme 1944. roguue” u fpyro.

Hosu npepior EBporncke yHmje TokoM (ppaHI[yCKOT IIpeficefiaBaiba Morao ou
f1a TIOCTTY>K) KAa0 OCHOBA 32 HOBM moveTak. [la nn he uex duty nyH mim npasax
(ckpymyno3HO MUIIUbeRbe dyrapckor mpesicefHuKa Pymena Panesa), saBucuhe op
3ajeTHNYKMX Haropa. MebyTum, jemHo je jacHo. bunatepanuu mpouec je Hemsde-
KaH y HapegHMM roguHama. To he duTy moBes3aHo ca NOTIyHOM pefeMHUCAbEM
MaKefIOHCKOT M/IEHTUTETa, Kao 11 OyTapCKUX Mjeja 0 UCTOPMjU U OTHOCUMA ca
jyrosamaguum cycepgoMm. ITocnenmwa femaBama y Penydnmnun CeBeproj Makepo-
HUju 1 HOBa Brazia ca cBojoM mmaT¢opMoM IpefcTaB/bajy IpUINYHY IPeIpeKy
OBOM 32je[IHMYKOM IIPOIIeCy.

8. Ilocnenmu pasBoj gorabaja

Kao mro cam paHuje moMeHyo, MaKeIOHCKa jaBHOCT je ,,paHITyCK IpefIor
JIOKMBeIa Kao joll jenaH nukrat us EBpome. Vspacrajyhn us osux ocehama,
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onosuuyrona BMPO - IITIMHE criposena je monynucTUYKY KaMIIakby yCMEPEHY
Ha peusujy IIpecanckor copasyma ca ['pukom, cnopasyma ca byrapckom, kao
1 Ha TIOHOBHO IIperoBapame 0 IperopapaykoM OKBUPY ca EBpoIckoM yHMjoM.
To nm je moHeno yden/buBy nodefy Ha MOC/IEABIM NapIaMeHTaPHUM U3dopuMa.

Hosa Brapa mox XpuctujanoM MUIIKOCKMM YCBOjUIIA je TOMUTUKY OMMCKUX
opHOCca npeMa beorpany u bygumMmneinry, a cBe Bulle 3a01ITpaBa TOH peMa by-
rapckoj. 3aMeHMK MaKeJJOHCKOT IIpeMujepa 1 MUHMCTap caodpahaja Anekcanmap
Hukonockn, mehy pasHum yBpenaMa, HETMpao je U IoCTojame OMIo KaKBe ,,3a-
jemHmuke ucropuje” usmeby nBe 3embe, Kako je HaBeneHo y Criopasymy o mpuja-
Te/bCTBY Of 1. aBrycra 2017. [ToBop 3a 3jaBy d1JI0 je TO IITO MaKeZOHCKA 3acTaBa
Huje duma nmocTapsbeHa y [IpeicefHNIITBY TOKOM IPMBATHE IOCETE MaKeJOHCKe
npepceguniie loprane CnpaHoBcke-[laBkoBe Coduju paju npencrase ,Hadyko”
Hannonanse onepe u danera n3 Ckormspa.

MakxkegoHcky IpeMujep je KpajeM aBrycTta 2024. HajaB1O MPOMEHE MaKeJJOH-
CKMX WIaHOBa VcTopujcke koMucuje, HaBofehu Kao pasyior To IITO HIUCY YCIIenn
fla 3aIITHTE ,HALMOHATHE HTepece . 3a HeKOIMKO JaHa CMEHEHO je YaK IIeCT O
ceflaM IpUITaIHMKA MaKeJJOHCKe cTpaHe. Mely HOBuM 4raHOBMMa HalllIa Cy ce
JIMeHa JIBOjuLie IpeTXoNHNX — Bando I'eoprujes n Anekcanpap JIntosckn. Oun
Cy yuecTBOBanu y pagy Komucuje TokoM IpBUX TofjiHa H€HOT JiefioBama. [Ipsn
Off IbMIX IMEHOBAH je 3a HOBOT MaKeJJOHCKOT KOoIIpejicefiaBajyher oBor Tera.

Cmemenn ynanoBy Komucuje, Mmehy xojuma cy dusmmn korpezcefHuk JIparn
Teoprues u weros Kosnera Ilerap Togopos, koju cy 1y I/ITaBHY Y MaKe[JOHCKOM
CacTaBy, OIFOBOPUIIN CY Ha IIpeMIjepoBe ONTYXOe OTBOPEHNM IMICMOM MeAVju-
Ma. Iberosy usjasy o cBoM pajiy onucanu cy Kao HEOCHOBaHY U yBpea/buBy. OHM
CY KPUTMKOBAJIM 1 M3jaBy MUHUCTPA CIIO/bHUX 1TocnoBa TrMua My1nyHckor, Koju
je Komucujy npormacro onmTUYKUM TeJIOM, Ylja je CBpXa 3alUTUTa CTPATeIlKIX
CIIO/bHOTIONIUTUYKIUX MHTEPeCa JIp>KaBe.

I[Tpemujep je ommax ofrosopuo Ha usjaBy. Haseo je ma he cmpoBecty pesusnjy
fia &1 ce BUJEIIO ,,KaKo je IOTPOILIEH HOBAIl M KO/IMKa Cy dula IpUMama OHMUX KOjI
Cy Ipopianiu MaKkefjoHCKe nHTepece”. Crora je ofmarame paga Kommcnje camo jour
jellaH T0Ka3 ImheHe OYUI/IeHe IPUCTPACHOCTY ITPeMa HOBUM BJIACTOAPINLIMMA Y
Ckomyby.

I'maBHM rpag Makenonuje je 18. cenTemMOpa HajaB1oO Ofi/Tarame cacTaHKa 3a-
jemHIYKe MyTTUAVCIUIIIMHAPHE CTPYYHE KOMMCHje 32 ICTOPMjCKa ¥ 0dpa3oBHa
nurtama usmehy Perrydnuke Byrapcke un Penydnnke CeBepre MaxesjoHmje, 3aKa-
3aHor 3a 19. n 20. centemdap y Ckormy, ,380r mpomeHne cactaBa’. MehyTtum, y ak-
TyenHUM fedarama y byrapckoj n CeBepHoj MakeZOHMj/ €BUICHTHO je fIa je HN13
CTBapU Koje ce OfHOCe Ha flocafalmby pag Komucnuje 1 meHe OffHOCe ca BIacTMa
U PYIITBMMA y 00€ 3eM/be ITPOMaKao OPOjHMM ITOCMAaTpadMMa ¥ LIVPOj jaBHOCTH.
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9. Ko je mpsu Bugeo Komucujy xao temo koje ce 6opu
3a ,HaIlMIOHAJTHe MHTepece”?

MakeOHCKM ITpeMujep ¥ MUHUCTAP CIIO/BHUX ITOCIOBA HICY OMIV IIPBH I10-
MUTUYAPY KOjU CYy CMaTpain jia cy ucropudapu y Komucuju npseHCTBEHO 3a1y-
YKEeHM 32 3aLITUTY ,,HAI[VIOHATHUX MHTepeca . Jour 2018. rofyHe IpBY TaKBY M3jaBy
flana je dyrapcka MMHMCTapKa CIo/bHUX nocnoBa EkaTepnua 3axapujesa. Kama
je byrapcka odjaBma uraHoBe dynyhe 3ajemHMYKe NCTOPMjCKe KOMICH]je, OHA
je MsjaBmIa fa cy nzadpaHu MOjeVIHIIN ,,AYTY HN3 TOfuHa” dpaHmIn ,dyrapcke
HalyoHasnHe nHTepece”. He nckpydyyjem MoryhHOCT 1a je TO dMIO 11 HbeHO IMYHO
TyMaueme 4ikbeHule fa je KoMucuja cacrap/beHa IpeTeXXHO Off AUIIOMATa, a
LM/b AUIIJIOMATE je, HAPaBHO, fia IITUTH ,HaIIOHa/IHe NHTepece”, dapeM OHAKO
KaKo UX je feduHmcana Bnaga (y oBoM crydajy agMuHnUCcTpanyje bopucos-Ka-
pakayaHOB) KOja ra je 3ajly>kusa 3a ofrosapajyhm sajatak. CymmaMm fia je To
d1o WweH MMYHY IPOIYCT, jep je U IOoC/Ie HajIIogHujer cacTanka KoMucnje y
dedpyapy 2019. rogune, Kaga cy norBphere popmynannje 3a 3ajeffHIUKE IPO-
cnaBe hupuna n Meroguja, Knumenrta Oxpupckor, Hayma Oxpupckor n Llapa
Camymnna, Exareprna 3axapujeBa OHOBO M3alll/Ia Ca CMEITHOM ¥ deCMUCIEHOM
opykoM MefujumMa y byrapckoj, pexkasmmn: ,,IIpsu myT y 80 roguna nctopmuyapn
n3 CeBepHe MakeJjoHUje Ka)ky fia IIOCTOjU CpeAmbOBEKOBHA dyrapcka jp>kaBa’.

10 . [Ta 11 cy 0BO IpBe IPOMEHE Y MAKEJOHCKOM CaCTaBy
M IITA Cy HAM [I0 cafa peKine?

JMaxo n3jaBe MaKeJOHCKOT IIpeMijepa M MUHUCTPA CIIO/BHUX IIOCTIOBA HUICY
IpBe y KOjIMa MOIUTUYAPY 1 AP>KaBHUIY MeLIajy CTPYYHM, HAyYHM U aKaJleMCKI
pan Komucuje ca ,,3aIITHTOM HallMOHATHNUX MIHTepeca’, U3MeHa BehHe YiaHoBa
MakefoHCKor fena KoMucuje Hije mpBa M3MeHa cacTaBa Off I0YeTKa HbeHOT pajia.

Y oktodpy 2020. mepcreKTUBHY M/Iay UCTOPUYAP KOju ce daBU CpefmbuM
BekoM Jlapko CTOjaHOB HAaIlyCTMO je MaKefoHCKM leo KoMucuje 1 3aMeH1o ra
je monmutukonor OrxeH Banrenos. To je dmo curypaH 3Hak fia je HakoH OKBUP-
He nosniyje dyrapcke Brage, [lexnapanmje dyrapckor mapaaMeHTa 13 OKTodpa
2019, a nocedno MeMopaHzyma ca odpasnoxemeM us cenremdpa 2020, make-
noHcku feo Kommcuje 3aomrpuo ToH, ynpkoc Beh Hagonasehem Bety. Opnasak
Hapxa CrojaHoBa H1je dMO JIOTMYaH, MOCedHO Kajja ce paclpaB/bao O TeMaMa
Be3aHIM 3a CPeilbOBEeKOBHY ucTopujy. Iberoe odaBese y mHOCTpaHCTBY Takohe
HIICY 3By4aJie Kao JOBO/BHO yOe[/buB pasyor. VI ocTaay 4iIaHOBY MaKeJOHCKOT
nena KoMmucuje myTyjy M3 MHOCTpaHCTBA, a/li M TO He IIpefCcTaB/ba IMpodem.
Odjanrmeme 01 pe Tpedaso TPaXKUTH Yy XKeJbU fIa Ce LITO BUIle OfOpaHM ,,MaKe-
JIOHCKO CpefilbOBeKOB/be” Y CIIopy ca ByrapckoM 1 oTBope Bpara 3a He0301M/BHO
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TyMadermbe MICTOPUjCKUX uynmbeHnIa. To je dumo Bui/pMBO 13 CTaBOBA Koje je 710
tafia sacTynao Oruen Banrenos. Huje ciy4ajHo 1ITO HeroBo M0O3MBatbe y MaKe-
JIOHCKMM MefiujiiMa Ha Moje IIpaBefjHe KPUTUKe CmadocTy dyrapcke NCTOPHjcKe
HayKe YOIIIITe Hije d1/10 KOMOMHOBAHO ca dM/I0 KaKBUM ITOKYIIIajeM KPUTUYKOT
Torjeja Ha MaKeJJOHCKY poocT. M To je KapaKTepUCTHKA KOja OIICTaje U Koja
ce 100po MO)Ke IPATUTH U y feny dyrapckor ucropmdapa Pymena Jlackanosa.
Hapasno, akTyenHu Bnactofpiny y CKOIby Cy YMTaBMM CBOjYM ONO3UIIIOHUM
JieTIOBambeM, 3ajefHO ca OyrapCcKMUM HalMOHA/IMCTIIMA 1 TIOje AN HUM IIPeACTaBHU-
1uMa ucTopujckor ecHada y CKOIbY, Y BeIMKOj MepH CITpedaBay MaKeJOHCKI
neo Komucuje, a mocedHo cTpyumake kao mro cy Iparu I'eoprues, ITetap Tomo-
poB 1 [lapko CT0jaHOB, [1a OTKPUjy CBOj MOTEHIIMja/L.

Jlpyra MakeJjoHCKa IpoMeHa O1JIa je, aKo ce He BapaM royeTkoM 2021, Ta mro
Anekcanppy J/IntToBckoM Huje 0O0HOB/beH yropop. Tpeha MakefoHCcka mpoMeHa
THIoBe3aHa je ca ocTaBKoM Banua eoprujesa 22. okrodpa 2021. (ogpmax mu3meby nsa
Kpyra TaJalllibux TOKaTHNX U3dopa y ip>KaBm), 10 KOje je, IO IeTOBMM pedrMa,
TOIILIO 3aTO LITO jé MaKeOHCKO MUHMCTapCTBO CIIO/BHUX II0C/I0BA BPLIMJIO I10-
TUTUYKYN TpuTHcaK Ha paj Komucuje. [locnenma gBojuia cy of caMor rmo4eTka
CMaTpaHa HajIpodIeMaTIYHIj UM YIaHOBMMa MaKefloHCKor aena Komucnje, a To
je To duo mpeaycIoB 3a dOJby capajby.

11. A miTa cy nokasaje mpomMeHe y 6yrapckoM cacTaBy?

Y dyrapckom aeny Komucnje, mehytum, cBe mpoMeHe /10 Kojux je JOILIIO TO-
KOM TOIYIHa BOAWJIE Cy Y TAYHO Ae(MHUCAHOM IPaBIly Ka y4BpUIhMBamby CONCTBe-
Hux nosuuuja. Koncrantun 'ones je 25. HoBemdpa 2020. ropjuHe, TAYHO yCpes Be-
Ta, U3HEO MaTepujasl Koju je S1o yCMepeH IIPOTUB ,,T1OePaTHIX XYMaHUCTUYKIX
Hayka’ ¥ ,,indepa/HMUX HaydyHuKa y Byrapckoj. AyTop je y CBOM TE€KCTy Harmao
OHe KOje je OKapaKTepycao Kao KpTBe ,CTOKXOIMCKOT CUHIpOMa” 11 OHE 32 Koje
je BepoBao fla HUCY CXBATMIN Jia HayKa MOpa, Iipe CBera, Aa dyJe HallMOHATHA
HayKa. To cy dumm Anexcanmap Knoces, Anekcanpnap Besenkos, Jannjen Cvu-
noB, VBajno [Inues, Yapgap Mapunos, Jlumurap beues, Jlumurap AraHacos, ja,
Kao ¥ CBY OHM KOjI CY Ce YCYAV/IN [a NOTIMIIY pasHa JOKYMEHTa, Koja OfCTyIIajy
off 3BaHMYHe nctopnorpaduje y byrapckoj. OBaj maTproTCKy Kap U IIOXBaja
3BaHMYHOM VI MEjHCTPMM UCTOPUjCKOM 3HaIby HICY MOI/IN Jia He Oyny Harpabhenn
TaMo rzie Tpeda. Byrapcku meo VicTopujcke KOMMCHje U3MICIINO je TIO3ULIU]Y ,,TeX-
HIYKOT CeKpeTapa’ 1 Ha mby je y mponehe 2023. ronyne koonTtupas l'ores fja ce 3a
cajia, CIMKOBUTO PeYeHo, ,3arpeBa Ha MnHuju . BecT Huje 0djaBbeHa y MemjuMa.

Y centemOpy 2023. Momunna Meroaujesa je samenno eopru 'eoprues.
Cnu4HO Kao ca yBohemeM 1osuimje TEXHUIKOT CeKpeTapa, HU O 0BOj IIPOMEeHM
Huje duto peun y Mepujuma. Mebhytum, mpomena je dusa snavyajua. Komncujy je
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HAIyLITAao YWIAaH KOj!U je MHOTO HOoIpuHeo fedaTama oko CaMymoBe gp>KaBe I
pacrpaBu 0 OXpUACKOj apXMeNCKONNj| y TO BpeMe U KOji je ITO3HAT 110 CBOj0j
eKCIepTH3M y odmacTu ucropuje Lpkse. [71aciHe y KojuMa ce Kao pasjior HaBofie
afIMUHUCTpaTHBHe 0daBe3e Ha HoBoM dyrapckoMm yHUBep3UTeTy HIUCY 3Bydasle
ydemmpuBo, jep Mehy ocranum yianosuma Komucuje nma HajMatbe IBa AMpeKTopa.
HoBo nmeHOBame je BUIHO JeMOHCTpupano kperame Komucuje ox gunnomara
u ,ipocBeheHNX HalMOHAMNCTA , KOju OpaHe ,,HallVIOHA/IHE MHTepece”, Ka Hay4-
HUIMMa Tumna ,MakefoHckor HayyHor uHctutyta’ y Coduju. C TuM y Besu, TO
je mocedHo oTKpnIa 1 KoHpepeHIuja mocsehena rogummyuy [one [leryesa mpe
Hekonuko Mecenu y Hanpmonannoj manaTtu kynrype. TamMo oH Huje ipeficTaB/beH
caMmo kao byrapuH, Beh 1 kao BelMKy 3aroBOpHUK dyrapcke upeje. [la dux osae
HAI/acuo fia je TO epUMHUTUBHO OO HEeraTMBaH TPeHJ, nopceTnhy na je 2019.
rOAMHe Ha MaKeJJOHCKOM ,,Kanany 5~ n Kpacumnp Kapakauanos dak o JlendeBy
usjasuo cnexehe: ,Huxan Huje pexao: Ja ce dopum 3a Benuky Byrapcky!” To je,
MmehyTum, dumo Bpeme Kaga Cy MaKeJOHCKM MeAVjJ TaKohe ImoMumany nucMo
Tone JemueBa Hukonn ManemeBcKoM, Kafia c€ KpUTUYKY TOBOPUIO O MaKeJOH-
ckoj ucropuorpaduju, Tj. Kaga ce nopceharno pa je Vicyc Xpucr duo u JeBpejun n
xpuithanny, ga cy npsu ocausauy CAJl dunm u Exrnesu n AMepukaHIy UTH.
MebhyTum, To ce 3aBpIINIIO HeTrfie y BpeMe IO HOIIekha OyTrapCKOr BeTa M HUKO
maHac He Moxe pehu kapna he ce BpaTuTn.

12. IlITa je ca mepcneKTUBaMa MCTOPUjCKOT ciopa?

[Moctymiu Xpucrujana Munkockor cy fedMHUTUBHO dpyTanHu. OunriesHo
je ia HUCY TpaKeHU JbyAy ca ApyradmjumM npoduaom. Tum je cHa>kHO yjenumeH
OKO MaKeJJOHCKe ,,ICTOpUjCcKe UCTHHE . MUC/INM Jia je cCaMO HEeVCKOpembUBY dal-
KaHCKM MauM3aM cipeuno fa ce y Komucnujy yk/bydn 5K MBOIIMCHY IIPE/ICTABHUK
ucropujckor ¢axynrera y CKoIby 1 ,,BeIMKY IIpujaTe/b. byrapcke.

YuM je moyesno fa ce ce pacipasjba 0 IpoMeHaMa yHyTap Komucuje, npsu
MUHNCTAp CHO/BHMX IIOC/IOBA He3aBucHe Makegonnje mpod. Jenko Maneckn
Cyrepucao je y mocedHOM JOKyMeHTY fia Ou 1jub HoBe Brage y Ckompy dmo na
usadepe ,,BUIIEBEKOBHI, aKO He U XV/baJyTOAUIIBY MaKe[JOHCKY HaIlMOHATHY
HapaTuB, KOju HeMa MKaKBe JOAMPHe TauKe ca UCTOPYjOM dyrapcKor Hapopa .
[IpeTmocTaBmo je fa Ccy, HAaKOH I'yOMTKa aHTUKe, ,,HAIIU IOTUTUYAPY 3ajeTHO ca
MICTOpUYAapyIMa Ha Apyroj muHuju dopde” — cpelbeM BeKy. 3a1CTa, aKo je 3a Ta-
Jauimby MakeoHCKy onosunujy us BMPO — IIIMHE u HanjmoHanucTM4KO jaBHO
Mmbebe cMeHa Jlapka CrojanoBa Tpedano fa yunau KoMucujy marme pamuBoM,
cafia yK/byuuBame Mutka ITanoBa nje y oM mpaBny. Mutko ITaHOB ce ocnama
Ha caBpeMeHa jocTurayha caMo fja 811 caqyyBao CYIITHHCKM CTapOjyrOCTOBEHCKe
MaKeJJOHCKe Te3e O ,,CPe/jlbOBEKOBHOj MaKeJOHCKOj IP>KaBM” U ,MaKeJOHCKOM
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cpenmeM Beky . Ceham ce 1a caM jeflHOM y LIy MUTA0 MAKETOHCKOT KOJIETY:
»VIMamn u upejy na Bparui Japka CrojaHoBa?” Iberos ogrosop je duo: ,Kaz
Bu yxspyunte YaBnapa MapunoBa y pap Baire komucuje’ . [ToHekan aBa kpaTka
pefia MOT'y yIITe[leT MHOTO pPedl.

Ha xpajy, >xesieo d1x fa KaxkeM caMO HEKOJIMKO pedlt O HajHOBMjeM CKaH/aJTy.
Vpeja 3axapujeB-Mumkocku (1 He caMo BUXOBa, HApaBHO) 0 VcTopujckoj koMn-
cuju, umja je cBpXa ja dpaHu ,,HallMOHATHe MHTepece”, Beh je peannsoBana. Kaza
jé MaKeJOHCKM IIPeMIjep HajaBJMO HAMePY /la YBeJle HOBE YIaHOBE, KOIpeJicesia-
Bajyhm dyrapckor nena Komucuje Auren [IuMutpoB caMoyBepeHO je 13jaB1o fia
HeMa norpede 3a mpomeHe y dyrapckom aeny Kommcuje. JIN4HO ce y IOTIYHOCTH
crmaxeM ca mbyM. Ca 0OBaKBMM CacTaBOM MaKe[IOHCKOT fle/Ia BilIe YOIIIITe Hifje
dutHo Ko he dutn ca dyrapcke cTpaHe.
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1. The History of a “Geographical Area” in Parentheses

My friend from the Macedonian town of Resen, Vasko Cvetkovski, in December
2020, drew attention to the completely different motivations of the two countries
for concluding the Treaty of friendship, good-neighborliness and cooperation in
2017. The then Republic of Macedonia (formerly known as the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia) wanted to join NATO and start negotiations for future
membership in the European Union. Bulgaria, on the other hand, aimed to reveal
to the Macedonian society the “historical truth” about its Bulgarian past and its
“common history” with Bulgaria and the Bulgarians.

However, in the still unsigned draft of the treaty dated August 1, 2017, the
Bulgarian historian and diplomat Naum Kaichev changed the wording about the
“common history of the two countries and their peoples,” replacing it with the
phrase “unified history,” which apparently required Macedonian historians to
simply copy the accounts of their Bulgarian counterparts when recounting his-
torical events spanning from the settlement of the Slavs in the Balkans until 1944.
Other statements, as well as the October 2019 Framework Position of the Bulgarian
government and the Declaration of the Bulgarian Parliament, only confirmed
this later. N. Kaichev became a member of the Joint Historical Commission and
its deputy co-chairman on the Bulgarian side. Apparently, the Macedonian side
did not agree with this interpretation and quietly replaced the phrase “common
history” with “shared history.”

The work of the Joint Commission had not yet started when its co-chairman on
the Bulgarian side, Angel Dimitrov, declared that the revolutionary Gotse Delchev

* stdetchev@yahoo.com
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(1872-1903) had fought for the freedom of the “geographical region of Macedonia.”
His statement was offensive to Gotse and his colleagues from the Internal Mace-
donian Revolutionary Organization at the end of the 19th and the beginning of
the 20th century (it is no coincidence that it is often called “fatherland,” and the
very name “Macedonia” is quickly sacralized). Of course, this was the country that
Bulgaria had recognized as early as 1992 under the name “Republic of Macedonia.”

2. The Bones of Gotse Delchev - Lost in Translation

If this was not part of a deliberate strategy, then mistakes were certainly made by
the Macedonian side as well. The productive session of the Joint Historical Com-
mission in February 2019 was followed by two others - in June and September 2019
- which only intensified the conflict between Sofia and Skopje. On the Bulgarian
side, the February approach was interpreted (perhaps not without grounds) as
collusion to find formulations for medieval figures such as Cyril and Methodius,
Clement of Ohrid (Kliment Ohridski), Naum of Ohrid (Ohridski), and Samuel.
The Bulgarian Foreign Minister, Ekaterina Zaharieva, portrayed this in the Bul-
garian media as Skopje’s first recognition of the existence of a medieval Bulgarian
state, and it was seen as part of a clever tactic on the part of the Macedonian side
because the Bulgarian parliament was expected to ratify the entry of the Republic
of North Macedonia into NATO in just two weeks, which it did. Moreover, the
Macedonian side saw the change of the name of the May 24 holiday in Bulgaria
as a reason for some withdrawal from these agreements. After many years, the
“Day of Bulgarian Education and Culture and Slavic Writing” was renamed “Day
of the Holy Brothers Cyril and Methodius, of the Bulgarian Alphabet, Education
and Culture and Slavic Literature” on December 9, 2020. The June 2019 meeting in
Skopje led to the announcement of a Macedonian proposal to commemorate the
handover of Gotse Delchev’s earthly remains from Sofia to Skopje in October 1946.
For the Bulgarians, this was a unilateral decision by the Bulgarian Communist
Party (BCP) and its leader Georgi Dimitrov, the embodiment of the liquidation
of the multi-party system and democracy in the country in 1946-1947 after his
harsh and brutal showdown with even his former allies from the Patriotic Front
and anti-fascists. Along with this, the proposal evoked quite a few Bulgarian ties
to the forcible Macedonianization with a Yugoslav flavor in Pirin Macedonia in
1946-48. The meeting of September 12 and 13, 2019, which passed in fruitless
conversations, was also the immediate occasion for the Bulgarian Framework
position that appeared after about a month, which went beyond the 2017 Treaty
of friendship, good-neighborliness and cooperation.
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3. The Unprevented Frame Position

Regarding the Framework position, here we seem to reach the second Macedo-
nian error or omission. The time from September 13, 2019 (the meeting of the
Joint Historical Commission in Sofia) to the meeting of the political parties at the
Bulgarian President's Council for national security on September 30 and then to
the vote on the Framework position by the Bulgarian government on October 9
and the Parliament’s Declaration in support of it on October 10, should not have
been “ignored” by the Macedonian diplomacy. It seems that the emergence of
the mentioned document should have been prevented by some gestures on the
part of Skopje. Those would have hardly been humiliating compared to the 20
months-long Bulgarian veto in 2020-2022. Instead, the Macedonian position took
shape around this time and certainly lasted until the end of 2021. At first glance,
it seemed to be sustained and well-grounded. The Copenhagen criteria for EU
membership from 1993 require democratic institutions, the rule of law, respect
for human rights, minority rights, a functioning market economy;, etc. They say
nothing of history and narratives about the past. EU values support cultural di-
versity. Therefore, it is logical to say that “we Macedonians have the right to say
who we are and what language we speak.” Politicians should not interfere in the
work of the Joint Historical Commission, but let it work in peace. Historians from
both sides argued that other similar commissions had been working for decades
and that this particular commission did not have the mandate to decide on his-
torical figures like Gotse Delchev or to define historical identities. Finally, there
were statements about how Gotse Delchev was a Macedonian state-creating myth
and the truth about him was above the facts. This made the Bulgarian condition
for the Commission to pass a decision on Delchev by October 2020 too difficult
to implement.

4. Copenhagen Criteria or Right of Veto?

In fact, the Macedonian rationale for the bilateral negotiations, constructed in this
way and convincing at first glance, would have been valuable if Bulgaria had not
retained its veto powers, which is legitimate according to EU rules. Additionally,
Macedonian politicians must have believed that external pressure could force Bul-
garia to agree to a compromise. However, as it turned out, this was not the case at
all. One day, not only was there a veto from Sofia (described as disapproval and
blocking of the negotiation framework of the Republic of North Macedonia), but it
continued for about 20 months, and in addition to being imposed once, it was also
extended twice - in June and December 2021. This led to the fall from power of
Zoran Zaev, Prime Minister of the Republic of North Macedonia, which Bulgaria
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seemed to have expected for a long time. Furthermore, in Article Ne7, the Prespa
Treaty still uses terms such as “history,” “civilization,” “culture,” and “heritage.”

Part of this Macedonian strategy was the continued yet fruitless work of the
Historical Commission, accompanied by the termination of its activity due to the
snap parliamentary elections in 2020. Predicting the danger of a new “Greek sce-
nario,” the first Macedonian Foreign Minister, Denko Maleski, made statements
acceptable to the Bulgarian side to the open-minded Bulgarian journalist Georgi
Koritarov, which could unlock the accession processes. This was followed by the
distancing of President Stevo Pendarovski from Maleski, who later also lost his
position as a presidential adviser.

» <«

5. Veto Without History

On September 9, 2020, the Bulgarian Minister of Defense and leader of the Bul-
garian IMRO-BNM, Krassimir Karakachanov, announced the looming veto if
there was no progress in the work of the Joint Historical Commission. Despite
this, Skopje continued to pursue its tactics. Prime Minister Zoran Zaev even said
that the Commission had decided on “three eras” and that “all of Europe has a
common history,” and the Minister of European Affairs, Nikola Dimitrov, reiter-
ated that language and identity were non-negotiable. At this point, Karakachanov
began with insulting remarks, describing the Macedonian flag as a “rotary fan.”
He offered to send a military engineer battalion (one should not forget that he was
speaking as the Minister of Defense at the time) to destroy some monuments from
the antiquization period (construction of monuments to historical figures from
ancient Macedonia). He declared that the Macedonian alphabet was the work of
“learned-unlearned” ignoramuses. Foreign Minister Ek. Zaharieva spoke ironi-
cally about the process of “inventing” the Macedonian alphabet. These peculiar
stances of the Framework position, with its view that there was only one Bulgarian
history up to 1944 (contrary to the Treaty) and its mocking attitude towards the
Macedonian language further aggravated the situation and made Macedonian
political actors and the general public apprehensive about statements like those
of D. Maleski.

Then, the Bulgarian side decided to ensure a veto and prepare the public for
this move through the media. From that moment on, with one interruption of
3-4 days in early 2022, only veto supporters appeared in three morning blocks of
the whole Bulgarian television. The members of the Joint Historical Commission,
Angel Dimitrov, Naum Kaichev, Ivan Ilchev, and Kiril Topalov, toured different
TV stations as talking heads, tirelessly discussing this topic. Bulgarian historians
spoke as if they were politicians. The Bulgarian Foreign Ministry had so heavily
prepped TV stations to spread the previously decided message that one of them
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even distorted the meaning of an open letter of Bulgarian and Macedonian intel-
lectuals, presenting it as a letter of support for the coming veto. Finally, the veto,
triggered by the lack of an answer to the Gotse Delchev issue, was announced for
completely different reasons, or at least Ek. Zaharieva claimed so in the General
Affairs Council on November 17, 2020. She said that Bulgaria rejected the negotia-
tion framework of the Republic of North Macedonia and demanded the following
on behalf of her country: to use the phrase “official language of North Macedo-
nia” in the negotiation framework; to have a roadmap for implementing the 2017
treaty; for the Macedonian side to make a statement that the name of the country
does not mean territorial claims to Bulgaria and minority claims. In the following
weeks, these requests were joined by new ones, again unrelated to the previous
year’s debate on historical issues. Bulgarian officials emphasized that there were
various obstacles for Bulgarian businesses in the Republic of North Macedonia, a
lack of progress in implementing the Corridor No. 8 project, ongoing hate speech
against Bulgarians in Macedonian media, and so on. Around this time, a statement
appeared that there were over 100,000 Bulgarians in the Republic of Macedonia,
whom Bulgaria could not abandon.

Even though Bulgaria did not put forward historical arguments, the Mace-
donian Prime Minister Z. Zaev understood this was the crux of the matter. He
spoke categorically about some kind of roadmap, a “common history,” even go-
ing as far as the “administration” of Macedonia by Bulgaria during the Second
World War as Hitler’s ally and not shying away from the remark that “Yugoslavia
divided us.” Zaev even mentioned the presence of Bulgarians in Macedonia and
their rights; Bulgarians had never featured in his Ilinden greetings in previous
years or in his other official speeches that listed the peoples and ethnic groups
of the country. Like D. Maleski’s statements, against a background of noise and
hostility in Macedonian society (three historians from the Macedonian part of
the Joint Commission, who were there in the following months and years, even
scolded Zaev that evening),® such gestures continued to be insufficient for Sofia.

At the end of 2020, when Oliver Varhelyi, Commissioner for Neighbourhood
and Enlargement of the European Union, set conditions related to historical dis-
putes between Sofia and Skopje in the framework with the formulation against
“falsifying history” (which could today sound like the “early French Proposal”),
the Czech Republic and Slovakia stated that the imposition of conditions related
to historical disputes was detrimental to the EU enlargement process. “The pro-
posed text — their position said — contains elements, including the idea of falsifying
history, which we believe would be detrimental to the enlargement process and
could lead to further complications.” “We will not allow the Union - continued

1 One of them was Alexander Litoviski, who returned again in September 2024 as a result of
personnel changes announced by Hristian Mickoski’s government.
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the mentioned position - to be the arbiter of our shared history, of how we identify
ourselves or of the language we use. These matters belong to the affected parties,
and we are here to support them with the experience of our own recovery pro-
cesses.” The Bulgarian Foreign Ministry issued a public statement It said the EU
Council’s conclusions had been “unexpectedly” blocked by “two member states”
that had previously supported them. According to the statement, at the insist-
ence of Bulgaria, the conclusions added “a sentence about the importance of the
treaties of the Republic of North Macedonia with Bulgaria and Greece, and that
their implementation will put an end to all claims based on misinterpretation of
history.” As we will see, in about a year and a half, Oliver Varhelyi’s insistence on
the historical dispute between the two countries would make its way into the so-
called “French Proposal” through the protocols and the 2017 treaty with Bulgaria.

6. Inundating the Copenhagen Criteria with History

Bulgaria devoted the following months to finding ways for the Framework position
to somehow inundate the implementation of the Copenhagen criteria. This is how
the 5 plus 1 package was born. It talks about how our southwestern neighbor must
ensure that its long and short name is not a territorial claim to Bulgaria, that Skopje
renounces its demands to have the Macedonian minority in Bulgaria recognized,
the implementation of the results of the work of the Historical Commission in
practice (textbooks, museums etc.), the rehabilitation of the victims of the Tito
communist regime after the Second World War and the opening of the archives
from this period, and stopping hate speech against Bulgaria and Bulgarians in the
Macedonian media. To these demands, one of Radev’s advisers added the inclu-
sion of Bulgarians in the Macedonian constitution. The request was not part of
any document (bilateral treaty from 2017, Framework position, Declaration of the
Bulgarian parliament) nor was it part of any consensus among Bulgarian political
parties or public opinion. Instead, it became “main”, “leading” and “key”. Similar
instructions were given to all media outlets in the country. At a conference dedi-
cated to Gotse Delchev in the NDK (National Palace of Culture - Congress Centre
Sofia) on May 4 this year, Radev even renamed the whole package, ~dubbing it 1
plus 5. However, the language issue was abandoned for the first time, as well as
the suggestions of the Framework position, which went beyond the treaty from
2017, which had only spoken of one Bulgarian history until 1944. Much of this is
now contained in the European Union’s proposal, which has become known as
the “French” and which helped to lift the veto from the Bulgarian parliament. The
proposal also included the documents known as Protocols, which concerned the
work of the Joint Historical Commission. It is interesting that the proposal was
approved by all 27 member states in the European Union, including the Czech
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Republic and Slovakia, which had objected to the imposition of conditions related
to historical disputes in late 2020. Because of these developments two years ago, the
Macedonian public opinion saw the European framework known as the “French
Proposal” as the “Bulgarian dictate.” However, the Prespa Agreement and the
treaty with Bulgaria were justified by the argument that good neighborly relations
are part of the Copenhagen criteria, as well.

7. And Now What?

In the months leading up to the French Proposal, hysteria spread within the Bul-
garian media. The prime minister was constantly accused of “national treason.”
It was also the turn of the Bulgarian historians from the Commission not just to
speak like politicians but also to argue with Prime Minister Kiril Petkov and even
attempt to overthrow the cabinet. Complaints about “hate speech” from Bulgaria’s
southwestern neighbor poured in constantly. At that time, one of the members of
the Bulgarian Joint Commission, Ivan Ilchev, explained to the Bulgarian public
that “we have no carrot for the donkey.” The “donkey” was, of course, the coun-
try with which we are negotiating and have signed a treaty of friendship. At that
time, the Bulgarian public space and media were full of phrases such as “sample”,
“North Macedonians,” “North Macedonian language,” “Macedonia is Bulgaria,”
“Macedonia is Bulgarian,” “when you bathe a Macedonian, he becomes a pure
Bulgarian,” “Comintern work,” “Bulgarian language on a Serbian typewriter”,
“Tito invented you,” and “Macedonian history begins in 1944.”

The new European Union proposal during the French presidency could lay
the ground for a new beginning. Whether the check is full or blank (the scru-
pulous opinion of the Bulgarian president Rumen Radev) will depend on the ef-
forts of both sides. However, one thing is clear. A bilateral process is inevitable
in the coming years. And it will be connected with a complete redefinition of the
Macedonian identity, as well as the Bulgarian ideas about history and relations
with its southwestern neighbor. The latest developments in the Republic of North
Macedonia and the new government with its platform are rather an obstacle to
this two-way process.

» «

» «

8. The Latest Developments

As I previously mentioned, the Macedonian public perceived the French Propos-
al as another dictate from Europe. Spurred by these sentiments, the opposition
VMRO-DPMNE conducted a populist campaign aimed at revising the Prespa
Agreement with Greece, the treaty with Bulgaria, and renegotiating the negotiation
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framework with the European Union. This brought them a landslide victory in
the last parliamentary elections.

The new government led by Hristijan Mickoski has adopted a policy that flirts
with Belgrade and Budapest and has increasingly sharpened its tone in talks with
Bulgaria. Macedonian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Transport Alexan-
der Nikoloski, among various insults, also denied the existence of any “common
history” of the two countries, as outlined in the Treaty of Friendship of August
1, 2017. The reason for the statement was the failure to display a Macedonian flag
at the presidency during the private visit of Macedonian President Gordana Sil-
janovska-Davkova to Sofia to attend a performance of “Nabucco” by the National
Opera and Ballet from Skopje.

At the end of August 2024, the Macedonian Prime Minister announced chang-
es among the Macedonian members of the Historical Commission, citing their
failure to protect national interests. Within days, as many as six of the seven mem-
bers of the Macedonian side were replaced. Two former members returned to the
Commission — Vancho Georgiev and Alexander Litovski, who had participated
in the Commission’s early work. The former was named the new Macedonian
co-chairman of the body.

The dismissed members of the Commission, including the former co-chair-
man, Dragi Georgiev, and his colleague Petar Todorov, who were central to the
Macedonian team, responded to the Prime Minister’s accusations in an open letter
to the media. They described his statement about their work as unsubstantiated
and oft. They also criticized the statement of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tim-
cho Mutsunski, who had said that the Commission was a political body whose
purpose was to protect the country’s strategic foreign policy interests.

The Prime Minister immediately responded to the statement. He stated that
he would conduct a revision to see “how the money was spent and what were the
remunerations of those who had sold the Macedonian interests.” Therefore, the
postponement of the Commission’s work is only further evidence of its obvious
partisanship on behalf of the new regime in Skopje.

On September 18, the Macedonian capital announced the postponement of the
Joint Multidisciplinary Expert Commission on Historical and Educational Matters
meeting between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of North Macedonia
scheduled for September 19 and 20 in Skopje, “due to personnel changes.” How-
ever, in the current debates in Bulgaria and North Macedonia, it is evident that
a number of things related to the Commission’s previous work and its relations
with the authorities and societies in both countries have escaped many observers
and the wider public.
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9. Who Was the First to See the Commission as a
Body Fighting for “National Interests”?

The Macedonian Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs were not the
first politicians to view the historians in the Commission as primarily tasked with
protecting “national interests.” Back in 2018, the first statement to that effect was
made by the Bulgarian Foreign Minister Ekaterina Zaharieva. When Bulgaria
announced its members of the future Joint Historical Commission, she stated
that the chosen individuals had “for many years” defended “Bulgarian national
interests.” I do not exclude that this was also her personal interpretation of the fact
that the Commission was composed predominantly of diplomats, and the goal of
a diplomat is, of course, to protect “national interests,” at least as defined by the
government (in the case of the Borisov-Karakachanov administration) that had
charged him with the relevant task. I suspect that this was a personal blunder of
hers, because even after the most fruitful meeting of the Commission - that of
February 2019, when the formulations for joint celebrations on both sides of Cyril
and Methodius, Clement of Ohrid (Kliment Ohridski), Naum of Ohrid (Ohridski),
and Tsar Samuel were confirmed - Ekaterina Zaharieva again came out with a
ridiculous and meaningless message to the media in Bulgaria, saying: “For the first
time in 80 years, historians from North Macedonia say that there was a medieval
Bulgarian state.”

10. Are These the First Changes in the Macedonian Line-up
and What Have They Told Us So Far?

Apart from the fact that the statements of the Macedonian Prime Minister and
the Foreign Minister were hardly the first claims by politicians and statesmen to
conflate the professional, scientific, and academic work of the Commission with
the “protection of national interests,” the sweeping personnel changes in the Mac-
edonian part of the Commission were not the first since it came into existence.
In October 2020, the promising young medieval historian Darko Stoyanov left
the Macedonian part of the Commission and was replaced by political scientist
Ognen Vangelov. This was a sure sign that after the Framework position of the
Bulgarian government, the Declaration of the Bulgarian Parliament from Octo-
ber 2019, and especially the Explanatory Memorandum from September 2020,
the Macedonian part of the Commission sharpened its tone, despite the already
looming veto. Darko Stoyanov’s departure made little sense, especially because
topics related to medieval history were being debated. His alleged commitments
abroad also sounded unconvincing. Other members of the Macedonian part of
the Commission also travel regularly and have few logistic problems. Rather, the
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explanation should be sought in the desire to defend as staunchly as possible some
“Macedonian Middle Ages” in the dispute with Bulgaria and open the door for
a frivolous interpretation of historical facts. This was evident from the positions
advocated by Ognen Vangelov until then. It is no coincidence that his reference
in the Macedonian media to my fair criticisms of the weaknesses of Bulgarian
historical scholarship was not accompanied by an attempt to assess critically the
Macedonian scholarly production. This is a lasting characteristic that is well traced
in the latest book by Bulgarian historian Rumen Daskalov. Of course, the cur-
rent regime in Skopje, throughout their oppositional activities, together with the
Bulgarian nationalists and individual representatives of the historical academic
community in Skopje, hampered the Macedonian side of the Commission, espe-
cially experts such as Dragi Georgiev, Petar Todorov, and Darko Stoyanov, from
revealing their potential.

The second Macedonian change was the non-renewal - if I am not mistaken,
at the beginning of 2021 - of Alexander Litovski’s contract. The third Macedonian
change was connected with the resignation of Vancho Georgiev on October 22,
2021 (right between the two rounds of the local elections in Macedonia), who said
he had resigned due to the Macedonian Foreign Ministry’s political pressure on
the Commission by. From the very beginning, the latter two were considered the
most problematic members of the Macedonian side, and this was a prerequisite
for closer cooperation.

11. What Did the Bulgarian Personnel Changes
in the Commission Show?

On the Bulgarian side, however, all the changes over the years reflected a precisely
defined hardening trend. On November 25, 2020, right in the middle of the veto,
Konstantin Golev came out with a text directed against “liberal humanities” and
“liberal scholars” in Bulgaria. In his text, the author attacked those he character-
ized as victims of the “Stockholm syndrome” and those who he believed failed to
understand that science must, first and foremost, be a national science — Alexander
Kiossev, Alexander Vezenkov, Daniel Smilov, Ivaylo Ditchev, Tchavdar Marinov,
Dimitar Bechev, Dimitar Atanasov, myself, as well as all those who had dared sign
the various documents that diverge from the official historiography in Bulgaria.
This patriotic zeal and praise for official and mainstream historical knowledge
could not fail to be rewarded where due. The Historical Commission on the Bul-
garian side invented the position of “technical secretary” and, in the spring of
2023, Golev was co-opted into it, for now, figuratively speaking, “to warm up on
the touchline.” The news was not reported in the media.
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In September 2023, Momchil Metodiev was replaced by Georgi Georgiev.
Similarly to the introduction of the position of technical secretary, this personnel
change did not make it into the media. However, the change was significant. A
member who had contributed a lot to the debates surrounding the state of Sam-
uel and the medieval Archbishopric of Ohrid and a highly competent scholar of
church history left the Commission. Rumors citing his administrative commit-
ments at the New Bulgarian University sounded unconvincing, as there are at least
two directors among the other members of the Commission. The new appointment
visibly demonstrated the movement of the Commission away from diplomats and
“enlightened nationalists” defending “national interests” to scholars of the type
assembled at the “Macedonian Scientific Institute” in Sofia. In this regard, the
conference dedicated to the anniversary of Gotse Delchev a few months ago at
the National Palace of Culture was particularly telling, portraying Delchev not
simply as a Bulgarian but as a fervent champion of Great Bulgaria. To emphasize
here that this was definitely a negative trend, I will recall that in 2019, even Kr.
Karakachanov told the Macedonian Channel 5 the following about Delchev: “He
never said: T am fighting for Great Bulgaria!™ But this was a time when Macedo-
nian media also mentioned the letter from Gotse Delchev to Nikola Maleshevski;
there was critical talk about Macedonian historiographys; it was recalled that Jesus
Christ was both a Jew and a Christian and that the founding fathers of the USA
were both English and American, etc. However, somewhere around the time of
the veto, that trend fizzled out, and no one can say when it will return.

12. What about the Perspectives of Historical Dispute?

Hristijan Mickoski’s actions are definitely brutal. Apparently, no effort was made
to find people with a different profile. The team is strongly united around the
Macedonian “historical truth.” I think that only the ineradicable Balkan machis-
mo prevented the appointment of a feisty representative of the historical college
in Skopje and a “great friend” of Bulgaria to the Commission.

As soon as the changes within the Commission were discussed, in a special
text, the first foreign minister of independent Macedonia, Prof. Denko Maleski,
suggested that the new government in Skopje should choose a “centuries-old, if
not millennia-old Macedonian national narrative, with no points of contact with
the history of the Bulgarian people.” He assumed that, having lost their claims to
antiquity, “our politicians together with historians are on the second battle line”
- the Middle Ages. Indeed, if the removal of Darko Stoyanov was supposed to
make the Commission less vulnerable to the then Macedonian opposition from
DPMNE and the nationalist public opinion, the inclusion of Mitko Panov points
in this direction. M. Panov relies on modern achievements only to preserve in
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their essence the old Yugoslav Macedonian claims about the “medieval Macedo-
nian state” and “Macedonian Middle Ages.” I remember once jokingly asking a
Macedonian colleague: “Are you considering bringing back Darko Stoyanov?” He
replied: “When you appoint Chavdar Marinov to your Commission.” Sometimes
two short lines can save a lot of words.

Finally, allow me a few words about the latest scandal. Zaharieva-Mitskoski’s
idea (and not only theirs, of course) of a historical Commission that defends “na-
tional interests” has already materialized. When the Macedonian Prime Minister
announced his intention to appoint new members, the co-chairman on the Bulgar-
ian side, Angel Dimitrov, confidently stated that there was no need for personnel
changes in the Bulgarian part of the Commission. Personally, I completely agree
with him. With this composition of the Macedonian part, it no longer matters at
all who the Bulgarian members will be.
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