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HACJIEBE JYTOCTIABUJE Y CPEIHOJ EBPOIIU
Y1 HA BATKAHY*

3a noyeTak, HEONXOHO je OfpefluTH O KO0joj Jyrocnasuju rosopumo. Ma-
KO je BeoMa yodudajeHo Ja ce ode Ip>kaBe IIOCMATpPajy Kao HeycIene, OHe UITaK
cuMOOnN3yjy 3Ha4ajHO pasnuunute peHoMeHe 1 ernoxe. CXOHO TOMe, HBUXOBA
MHTerpaIuja y ucropuorpadujy u namheme Moriaa 61 ce 3HaTHO pasIMKOBaTH,
jeTHOCTaBHO 3aTO IITO OIIITA OIleHA TUX IIepHojia MOXKe SUTH TO3UTUBHA VTN
HeraTuBHa. J[pyro, MopaMo jaCHO HaITTaCUTH PasIuKy usMehy pasmmanTux apy-
mTBeHNX cdepa koje mocmarpamo. Ode JyrocnaBuje nmajy ucropuorpadujy, na
YaK 1 aKO CY MICTOPMYAPH TIOJTjeTHAKO CK/IOHM HeC/Iaramy, yOCTaIoM Kao 11 00M4-
HI JbY[IU, IbMIXOB IIPUCTYII JyTOCTaBUjU Kao MPOIIJIOCTY U IbIXOBO PasyMeBambe
Hacreha Tpedano Ou, HapaBHO, [la ce BeoMa pasnuKyje of 3ajesHIYKor cehama
VIN VHAMBUAYaTHOT ocehama HocTanruje.

ITomTo caM 0BO KOHCTAaTOBAO, HM ja ce Hehy ja/be mpeBuIIe yAyO/bUBATH Y
10. Kapa je ped o ucropmorpaduju, MUCIUM Ja CUTHY [ieTajbil ICTOpIYapa HUCY
3aJCTa TOMMKO BaYKHM 3a IPYIITBEHO MaMmhere, HUTK Te HIjaHCe MOTY ITpoMe-
HUTM OIILITY NepIIeNNjy 0 Jyrocmasyju. AKo Ou HOLIIO 10 3HAYajHe APYIITBEHe
IIpOMeHe, TO OM ce JOTOMIO Y3 OIIIITEe MPENCIINTIBAbE OHOTa IITO je Jyrocia-
Buja duia. [Jahemo camo mpumep Koju Harjamasa mTa O TaKBa peMHTepIIpe-
TalMja MOI/Ia ia nofpasyMmeBa. CKyn HelaBHUX PaJiOBa, YI/TABHOM aMEPUYKIX
UCTOpMYapa, MOKPEHYO je MUTalkhe MyC/IMMaHa U IbJX0BE Y/I0ore y Ip>KaBu U Y
CTBapamy eBPOIICKe MOIEPHOCTY — IO fla je orpaHuYeHo Ha bocHy dmmo Ha
JyrocnaBujy y uenuuu. bes 0d3mpa Ha To [a /v ce Ca’keMo ca OBUM apryMeHTOM
VY He — a He[IABHO je S1JI0 3HaYajHUX IIPOTUB/bEba 3 PETMOHA, U TO He HY>KHO
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07 yodu4ajeHMX HalMOHAIMCTUYKIX UCTOPUYapa — jaCHO je ja HOBa ICTOPMjCKa
napafiurMa Mopa IOHYAUTH PajiiKajiHe IIPOMeHE y NePLeNLyjyu JpKaBe KaKo
M3HYTPA — MyCIMMaH) KaO KOHCTUTYTVBHU 3a BeHY YCTaBHY CTBAPHOCT Of, I10-
9eTKa — TaKO U CII0/ba — MYCIMMAaHU, 2 UMIUIMLIIUTHO ¥ HEMYCIMMaHCKM bankan,
CacTaBHMU CY JIe0 €BPOIICKE MOJIEPHOCTH.

KaHoHCKM HapaTuBy, a MOrOTOBO JIPYIITBEHO MamMheme [Ja/leKo Cy Off TAKO
ApaMaTUYHMX TOMepamba. ITapaurMaTcky OKBUP 3a pasMUI/barbe O JyTOCTaBUju
U MEPUJIO HEeHOT HEyCIleXa jecTe HalllOHa/IHA MCTOpuja. BaxkHo je cxBaTuTu fa
He Mopate OMTY HAIIVIOHA/INCTA Ja dUCTe Pa3MUILba/IN Y OKBUPY OBe ITapaiurMe.
JI0BOJBHO je fia je KOpPUCTUTE Kao CBOjy OCHOBHY pedepenny. Vnycrpanuja oBora
je mpocseTyjyhu mpumep jyrocnosenckor Hacneha. 3a MHore, Heycrex Jyrocia-
BUje je y TOMe IITO je IMOjIeT/Ia HallIOHa/IM3MY MofAjefHaKo u y MehyparnoM u
y connjanucriuakoM gody. To je domHa Tauka y o0BoM pedepeHTHOM OKBUPY, Oy-
nyhnu na je Jyrocnasuja odehasana ja he dSutu nsBan Hanmonanusma, anu npema
TOMMHAHTHUM HapaTMBMMA TO HUKAJla HUje peajn3oBaa.

CnudHO TOMe, a TO je MocedHO Ba)KHO 3a HAIIMOHA/INCTE, OHA Hje yCIlena fia
OCTBapy CBOja aHTUMMIIepyjamucTnyka odehama. bua je TOHOBO MOpaXkeHa 1, 113
OBe IIepCIIeKTUBE, HeHO IIOHOBHO CTBAapame OMJIO je jeTHAKO IPOdIeMaTUIHO Kao
" ’eH U3BOopHM 0dnmuK. Ha kpajy, TOHOBO je IpeTBOpeHa y MHCTPYMEHT yHYTpa-
IIeT UMIIepUjann3Ma, Mako ce mweH npkoc npema CAJl 3a Bpeme Munomesnha
MIOHEKA/Jl IIPMKa3yje Ka0 XePOjCcKa aHTUMMIIEPUjaINCTIYKA [IPUYaA.

3adyn0, 0Ba HOTOMA ITPIYA je IPM/IMYHO MOITy/TapHa Ha I7100a/THOj TeBMIIN, 3a
MHOTe Koju akTyenHy nomutuky Cpduje, koja Heryje fodpe ofHoce ca Pycujom n
Knnowm, no>xxuB/baBajy Kao HaCTaBaK 1 JJ0Ka3 OBOT aHTUMMIIEPMjaIu3Ma U3 IIPO-
mTocTy, de3 0031pa Ha TO KOJIMKO Cy OBe IBe 3eM/be U CaMe MIMIIePMjaTUCTUIKe.
MebyTum, MucIuM jia je TO joII yBeK HeIOBOJ/baH Jiek 3a Tpehnu youeHn Heycrex
JyrocnaBumje — map mwenor Tpeher conmjanusma.

Haxne, Hacnebe JyrocnaBuje — dapeM y je[fHOM Off OBMX OKBUPa — IIPe/iCTaB/ba
y CYLITMHY HeMOTYhHOCT M3Ha/IaXKemha d11/I0 KaKBe alTepHaTuBe ocrojeheM reo-
HOTUTUIKOM U €KOHOMCKOM cucteMy. To je MO>K7Ta 1 HajBayKHM)j| passior 30T Kor
Ce OHa TaKO HeTaTMBHO TpeTupa y ucropuorpaduju Llenrpanue u Vicroune Epo-
Ile — YaK ¥ y CUTYyal[uji Kafia ce ZOTUYHY apryMeHTH MehycodHo moHumrasajy.

MebyTum, mocroju jour jerHo Hacnehe oBor Heycnexa, HUIITA Makbe 3/I0CTYT-
HO off mpeTxogHuX. Ca HACMTHMM paclafioM Jyrociasuje, He caMo 3amaj Beh
n nena lenrpanna EBpona Tpa>kuim cy HOTBPAY ja je bajikan Ha Kpajy ocTao
OHO IIITO je OyBeK OM0: OllacaH, MOTyBapBapCKy, MOTYLUBIIN30BaH CBET, KOjI
IMBU/IN30BaHe Haljuje Mopajy foBecTn o MofepHocTu. (Haxkanoct, punmosn
Emupa Kyctypurie cy MHOTO JOIPMHENMN jadyarby OBUX CTEPEOTHIIA.)

Hema notpede pehn fa he cBako ko myTyje Kpo3 fgpykaBe HacmegHule Jyro-
cnaBuje, yak 1 oHe BaH EY, Hanhu Ha cBeT Koju ce TOTOBO He pasjMKyje Off CBOjUX
cpehnnjux cycena. To He 3HauM fa ce Moke mopeauTy ca PuHCKOM, Ha IpUMep,
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a/IM CBaKaKo He MY Ha MeCTO Offaksie 01 /bym Oexxasny, Ha MeCTO I7ie je )KUBOT
Hemoryh. OBo Me fjoBoAM 10 Apyror Hacneha JyrocmaBuje, OHOT Koje XKelmuM Aa
CIIOMEHEM IIOCTIEIIbe Y CBOM IOIIPUHOCY — HOCTAJITHje.

Kao 1 y cBMM moCTCOLMjaTNMCTUUKUM 3eM/baMa, 1 Y JyToc/IaB1ju, ¥ He CaMo
TaMo Beh 1 Kofy MHOTMX BbeHMX OUBIINX CyCefja, BN Ce 4eCTO Ca HOCTA/ITUjOM
cehajy nmpomrocTy 1 M3ryd/beHNX IPYIITBEHNX HAaBYKA, KMBOTA VI MaTepUjaTHIX
ycnosa. To je Bumre ox ceharma Ha CBeT KOji je TOIMHAMA — Y TOPUM C/Ty4YajeByMa
JlelleHMjaMa — U3I7Iefao OOraTujy off IIPUCYTHUX ITOCTCOLMjaTUCTIYKUX TPAH3U-
nuja. To mogpasymeBa cehame Ha IjeTy 3eM/by Kao Ha IIPOCTOP y KOMe CY Ce Jby AN
Op30 KpeTa — KaKo yHyTap 3eM/be, TAKO U 3 MHOCTPAHCTBA. Y KOjOj Cy MMaJIN
MaK MPUCTYII IJTAHVMHCKYM NallbalyMa M JaIMaTUHCKMM IIaKaMa, IIyMaMa
nyx Bennkux peka Case, [lynasa, Tuce nin Oxpupckor jesepa. OBo je n3y3eTHO
CeH3yaJ/IaH CBET, U TO HE CaMO Y CMIUC/Ty IIPETXO/IHO HaBefleHe cBojuHe. /bynu ce
noHoBo cehajy mupuca, fonnpa, 3BykoBa 1 ocehajuma fga du oceTnny mosera-
pall, TeMIIEPaTypy, TEKCTYPY, ¥ pa3MUILbajy O TOME KaKO Cy Ce pas3/IMKOBaIu Of
IbMIXOBMX TPEHYTHUX Yy/THUX UCKYCTaBa.

Osa Jyrocnasuja je, MehyTuM, moTnyHo usMeliteHa u3 ucropuje. Vicropujckn
HapaTVBY He ITOKYyIIaBajy fa 0djacHe OBY HOCTA/ITHUjy HUTHU /1A je MHTET PUIILY.
Hocranrmyapy He ocriopaBajy ICTOpMjcKe HapaTuse. 3a/J0BO/bHM CY CBOjuM ceha-
BIIMa, 9ak 1 de3 ucropuje. [TlosuTnBHA cMKa Jyrocnapuje je caia BAHBPeMEHCKa,
de3 MKaKBOTI CTOPUjCKOT Haceha.
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THE LEGACY OF YUGOSLAVIA IN CENTRAL EUROPE
AND THE BALKANS*

For starters, it is crucial to define which Yugoslavia we are referring to. Although
it is very common to view both states as failures, they still symbolize very dif-
ferent phenomena and eras. Consequently, their integration into historiography
and memory might differ greatly, simply because the general assessment of those
periods could be positive or negative. Secondly, we must make a clear distinction
between the various social spheres we are looking at. Both Yugoslavias have a
historiography, and even if historians are just as prone to disagreements as non-ex-
perts, their approach to Yugoslavia as a past and their understanding of its legacy
should naturally be very different from popular memory or individual nostalgia.

Having said that, I will not dig too deep into either. As for historiography, I do
not think that the minute details of interest to historians really matter for social
memory; neither can those nuances change the more general perception of the
two Yugoslavias. If socially meaningful change were to occur, that would happen
with a more general reappraisal of what Yugoslavia was. To give an example that
highlights what such a reinterpretation might entail, a set of recent works, most-
ly by US-based historians, raised the issue of the Muslims and their role in the
state and in the creation of European modernity - either limited to Bosnia or in
Yugoslavia as a whole. Whether we agree with this argument or not - and there
was some significant pushback from the region recently and not necessarily from
the usual suspect nationalist historians - it is clear that a new historical paradigm
must offer radical changes to the perception of the state both from within - Mus-
lims as constitutive for its constitutional reality from the beginning, and from
without - Muslims - and implicitly the non-Muslim Balkans too — being integral
to European modernity.

* egrygabor@phistory.hu
** This work was written as a part of the project “My Hero Your Enemy: Historical Narratives

in National Identity Building in the CEE and SEE Region”, supported by the Visegrad Fund
via Visegrad+ grant no. 22330095.
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Canonical narratives, let alone social memory, are far from such dramatic
shifts. Yugoslavia’s history is both the paradigmatic framework for reflecting on
this erstwhile country and the benchmark of its failure. It is important to under-
stand that one does not have to be a nationalist to think within this paradigms; it is
enough to use it as one’s basic point of reference. Yugoslavia’s legacy is an enlight-
ening and illustrative example. For many, Yugoslavia’s failure was that it finally
succumbed to nationalism both in its interwar and socialist iterations. That is a
sore point in this referential framework because both of those polities promised
something beyond nationalism but, according to the dominant narratives, never
delivered.

Similarly, and this is especially important to nationalists, it failed to live up to
its anti-imperialist promises. It was defeated once again, and from this perspective,
its recreation was just as problematic as the original. Finally, it again became an
instrument of internal imperialism, even if its defiance of the US under Milogevi¢
is sometimes cast as a heroic anti-imperialist tale.

Strangely, this latter story is quite popular among the global left, for many of
whom Serbia’s current policy of maintaining good relations with Russia and China
is seen as a continuation and proof of this past anti-imperialism, regardless of how
imperialistic these two countries are. But I think it is still a deficient remedy for
Yugoslavia’s third perceived failure - the fall of its third-way socialism.

Thus, Yugoslavia’s legacy - at least within one of these frameworks - is essen-
tially the unfeasibility of any alternatives to the existing geopolitical and economic
system. This may be the most important reason why it is treated so negatively in the
historiography of Central and Eastern Europe — even if the respective arguments
might cancel out each other.

However, there is another legacy of this failure, one no less ominous than the
previous ones. With the violent dissolution of Yugoslavia, not just the West but
the whole of Central Europe could feel reinforced in its view that, ultimately, the
Balkans remained what it always was: the dangerous, half-barbarous, half-civilized
world that the civilized nations must bring to modernity. (Sadly, Emir Kusturica’s
movies did much to reinforce these stereotypes.)

Needless to say, anyone traveling through the successor states of Yugoslavia,
even those outside the EU, will find a world that is almost indistinguishable from
its luckier neighbors. This does not mean it is comparable to Finland, for example,
but it certainly does not resemble a place from where people would flee, a place
where life is impossible. This brings me to Yugoslavia’s other legacy, the one I wish
to mention last in my contribution: nostalgia.

As in all post-socialist countries, in Yugoslavia, and not just there but in many
of its former neighbors, people often remember fondly the past and lost social hab-
its, life, and material conditions. It is more than just the memory of a world that for
years — in worse cases, for decades — seemed more affluent than the post-Socialist
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transitions present. It entails the memory of the whole country as a space where
people moved swiftly — both from within and from abroad, where they had easy
access to mountain pastures and Dalmatian beaches, the forests along the great
Sava, Danube, and Tisza rivers, or Lake Ohrid. This is an extremely sensual world,
not just in terms of past actual possession. People think of smells, touch, sounds,
and sensations again - to feel breezes, temperatures, textures, contemplating how
different they were from their current sensory experiences.

But this Yugoslavia is completely dislodged from its history. Historical narra-
tives do not attempt to account for this nostalgia or to integrate it. Nostalgic people
do not challenge historical narratives; they are content with their memories, even
without a history. The positive image of Yugoslavia is now atemporal, without any
historical legacy.
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