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EBPOIICKA YHUJA 11O, JOMVHAIINJOM
CJEIVUIbEHNX AMEPUYKHUX NP;KABA

AIICTPAKT

Y 0BOM TpeHyTKy HeMajy OpOj eBPOIICKMX HOBMHAPA U aHA/IMTIYapa OLerbyje
na je EBponicka yH1ja y BasamHoM ofHOCy nipema CjenumeHnuM AMepudknum [Ip-
xaBaMa. OBaKaB OHOC BUJI/bUBH]H je OTKazia je 3a mpencennuka CAJl n3adpan
Jonang Tpamm, nomrroBanar fosnahernoi goda y ucropuju Cjepumennux JJpxxapa
" BlIaJlaBUHe IIpeficefHMKa Bunnjama Mekunnmja ¢ kpaja XIX n moyerka XX
Beka. Tpam >xenn fja, y3 momoh Marnara u3 odmacTy AUTUTaNTHe UHAYCTPUje
¥ HOBMX TEXHOJIOTYja, CTBOPYU HOBO i0371akieno goda i OPKY aMepUIKy Cy-
mpeManujy y cery. EBporcka yHuja je mogpehena AMepuiin us suiie pasjora.
AMepyuku eiepaTHM yCTaBHU IOPeIaK U jefUHCTBEHO TPXKUIITE epUKACHI]U
Cy Off jOIII yBeK MOIUTUYKIY MIOfje/beHe U MHCTUTYLMOHAIHO HeedukacHe EBpor-
cke yHuje. Cjemumene [IpxxaBe ¢y ocTBapuie ofnyuyjyhy mpegHocT y odmactu
HOBIJX TEXHOJIOTM]a, IITO MM oMoryhaBa eKOHOMCKY JOMUHaLUjy U Behe mpo-
¢ure. Behu dpemepanum dyier max oTBapa nepcreKTUBY 3HaYajHUX yIarama y
BOjHY uHAycTpujy. C TOra 1 He yy[AM MITO NpeficefHUIIa EBporcke komucuje
Ypcyna ¢ou nep Jlajen Huje pearoBana Ha nosehame apuHa Ha YBO3 €BPOIICKe
podey CAJ] ox 15%. BojHo n reoctparemky HemohHa EBpora, He mpeficTaBmba
onny4yjyhn dakrop y perraBamwy paTHOr CyKoda HaCTAJIOT HA FeHOM Ty U3-
meby Pycuje n Ykpajnne.

KJbYYHE PEYMN: nosnaheno foda, Cjenumene Amepuuke Jp>xaBe, henepannn
YCTaBHU TIOpefaK, dapOHM JUTUTATHUX TEXHOJIOTHU]ja, LIapMHe, Te0CTpaTelIKa
noxpebenoct EBporicke yHnje.
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1. YBop,

Awmepnukn npepcenunk Jonany Tpamn (Donald Trump) mossao je y cBoj Ho-
BOOTBOpeHM myKcy3Hunu rond kmyd y Tapudepujy (Turnberry) y IlIkoTckoj npen-
cepunuy EBponcke komucuje Ypcyny o aep Jlajen (Ursula von der Leyen) Ha
nperosope o mapuHckuM tapudama. Tom npunnkom Tpami Huje 3aHeMapuo
IIOCTIOBHO-MapKEeTMHIIKY aCIeKT YMTABOT HACTYIIa, HAIJIACUBIIY Ha BPJIO ITOCe-
heHoj Ha KOH(epeHIIVju 3a I TaMITy Ia BeTroB rojid K1yd 1Ma Hajdosbe TepeHe Ha
cery. OHJIa ce mpemnyio Ha pu4y o apuHama. Hapasuo, Tpamr je Bopmo rmaB-
HY ped, 10K je rocrioh)a @oH fiep /lajeH CIOKOjHO U TOKOPHO Cefiefia Ioper, mheTa.
AMepuuku npefcegHUK je Tor 27. jyna 2025. roguHe odjasuo ja he Cjegumene
JIp>xaBe yBecTu LapyHe y BUCHHM Off 15% Ha pody u3 EBpornicke yHuje, Koja je
IO Taja MpocevyHo u3Hocua ceera 1,2%. Ca cBoje cTpaHe, YHMja HIje Y3BpaTu-
JIa HYVIM Ha OBY aMepPUUKY PeCTPUKTUBHY, KOMepIujanHy Mepy, Beh je masa Ha
KOJIeHa ITpefi aMepUYKOM eKOHOMCKoM Mohm n Tpamnosom opryunonthy. Vnaye,
ox movyeTka 2025. roguHe MunuctapctBo dunancuja CAJ] 3apaguno je 100 mu-
NMjapay Jonapa Ha napuHaMa. IbuxoB b je u ja 3samTute amepuyke pupme ox
CTpaHe KOHKYpeHIuje 1 HoAcTakHy gomahy npoussopmwy (Leparmantier, 2025).

2. HoBo, mo3naheno go6a Tpammose Amepuke

[Tosnmaheno foda Amepuxke — Gilded Age, 3ampaBo je TepMUH KOjU ce OHOCK
Ha nepuog KpajeM XIX n mouerkoM XX Beka. OHO 3ampaBo nounme 10. maja 1869.
rofinHe 3adujameM MoCeber, no3maheHor excepa y ke/le3HNYKe MNHe, YuMe je
cumdommyHo odenexeH 3aBpurerak npyre usmeby Ibyjopka u Can ®pannmucka,
Tj. usMeby ucroune u sanazpne odane Cjenumennx Amepnukux [Ipxxasa (Escande,
2025). [Torabaj ce opurpao cBera ueTHpy rofiHe HAKOH 3aBpleTKa rpahaHckor pa-
Ta'y AMepuiy, BoheHor nsmely MHIyCTpujcKor ceBepa 1 o/bOIPUBPETHOT, pPodo-
BJIACHMYKOT jyTa, Koju je ofHeo 620 000 >xuBota. ITojenuum reopeTnyapu cMaTpa-
jy OBaj paT IpBUM MHAYCTPUjCKUM CyKodoM Y ibyackoj uctopuju (Cochet, 2012).

JKenesunuxo-nHPpacTpyKTypHO-TEXHOMOIKN ycIex oMoryhuo je na ce, yme-
CTO 3a LIIeCT Hefles/ba, Off UCTOUHe Jjo 3anagHe odane CAJl cTurHe 3a cBera LIeCT
maHa. OBMM je O/1aKIIAHO KpeTame Jby/iu ¥ pode yHyTap OTPOMHOT jefIMHCTBe-
HOT aMepUYKOT TP>KUIITA, 9/Me Cy [IaK CTBOPEHN IIpefyC/IOBY 3a AMHAMMUYAH
eKOHOMCKU pacT u Behe mpodure npexyseha. [TomenyTn nepuoz dmo je mpahen
M3y3eTHNMM TEXHOJIOLIK/M HAaIlpeTKOM, KopuinhemweM IIapHUX M MHAYCTPUjCKUX
MalllVHa, HaTe U YenKa, Tenerpada, reneoHa u cTpyje. Y aMepuuKmuM rpa-
JI0OBMMa HIYY BMCOKe 3Tpajie, 10 KojuMa Cy oHM ocodenn 1 jaHac. Beh 1890. ro-
nuHe Spyio gpywineenu ipouszsog Cjemumennx AMepruknx JIp>kaBa jefHak je
OHOM JI0 Tafia HajBehe ekoHOMCKe cute cBeTa, Bennke bputannje. J[IBe gerennje
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KacHuje, 1913. rogune B/]IT Amepuke jenHak je 3dupy b/JI1-a Benuke bpuranuje,
®pannycke 1 Hemauxe. Toxkom 30 roguHa ekoHOMcKO doratcTBo CAJ] yBehaHo
je 3a 30 myTa, mTO HUje 3adenexxeHo y ucropuju yoseyancrsa (Escande, 2025).

Y nepuopy o KoMe je ped IOLIJIO je A0 KOHIIeHTpaljuje doraTcTea y pykama
HekonuuuHe. [lon [lejsucon Poxdenep (John Davison Rockefeller) yspmke ce y
odacTy IpouU3BOAbe, IpeBo3a u auctpudyunje Hadre. IIpurnuckajyhu konky-
peHTe 1 fodaBjpave, HOCTaje MOHomomcTa ca 90% ypena Ha Tpxuty. CInyHO
je u ca Kapuerujem (Carnegie) koju nomuHmpa Tp>xuiteM denuka u [Tonom [Tu-
jeprionoM Mopranom (John Pierpont Morgan), K/by4HOM GUIypOM Y daHKapCTBY
u puHaHCHjMa. YeTnpu Xusbajie aMeprUKIX IOPOAULIA, KOje unHe 1% CTaHOBHU-
ITBA, ip>ke 50% IpuBpegHOT doraTcTBa 3eMsbe. 3axBabyjyhn doraTum croH30-
puma (Pokdenepy, Kapuernjy u Moprany), 3a npenceguuka Cjenumennx Ip>kaBa
1896. ropguHe d1Ba m3adpan Bummjam Mexyanu (William McKinley), morykasum
CBOT JIeMOKPATCKOT IpOoTUBKaHAnAara Bunnjama Ileannrca bpajanta (William
Jennings Bryant). MexuHu je y)k1Bao y pyLITBY CBOjUX ITOAp>KaBaalia MUIN-
japziepa, IITO je oBeKoBeueHO oTorpadujama us Tor f0da. 360r decKpynyno3Hnx
HaylHa O9yBamba IOMIHAIMje Ha TPXKUIITY, 4eCTO Y CIIpe3N ca Jp>KaBHIM aIla-
paroM 1 y3 fodujame YHOCHNX jaBHUX HadaBKU, OBYU IIOC/IOBHM JBYAY CTEKIIN CY
HajuMak dapoHu-umauxawu (Robber Barons).

Cumdonuyku Kpaj iosnaheroi goda odene>xaBa aTeHTaT Ha IpefcefHIKa Me-
KuHmmja 1901. rogune, Kora je yduo ocrpamhenyn aHapxucra. AMepyyKy Hapof,
okpehe ce mpoTuB decKpymyno3HuX doraraiia, ma MeKH/IjeB HaceJHUK, ITpefi-
cennuk Teopop Pyssent (Theodore Roosevelt) ojagaBa aHTMMOHOIIOTICKO 3aKOHO-
IaBCTBO, a eroB janeku pobak Ppenknun Jenano Pyssent (Franklin Delano
Roosevelt) oBaj mocao mospIaBa TpueceTak rofHa KacHuje.

Hexko du ce Morao 3anmuTaTy y KakBoj je Be3y IOMEHYTO io3naheno goda ca
maHaurmboM AMepukoM. VIcTopuja Hapoja CyCTUTHE CaBpeMeHMKe: y30p laHa-
mmer npepcenunka Cjennmennx AMepruKnx [Ip)xaBa yIpaBo je beroB JaneKn
nperxogHuk Bunujam Mekuunn. TpaMil je u BeuKy nomroBanan fosnahexol
goda, Ieprofa CHa)XHOT pa3Boja 1 jakux nocnosHux byau (Escande, 2025). Mo-
fia damr 300r Tora jeflaH Off IeroBMX CMHOBA HOocy MMe bapoH. CIMYHO Kao 1
Taza, 1% aMeprYKuX MOpoANIa TPEHYTHO Apk1 40% nmpuBpegHOr dorarcTBa
Cjepumenux Amepnukux Ip>xasa. Op feceT HajdOraTujux /by Ha CBETY, 4aK
IeBeTOpO Cy AMepUKaHIIM, KOjJi CY TOKOM HOBe JUTUTATHe TEXHOJIOUIKe PeBO-
Tynuje KpeHynu Hu o dera. Bracanun Amasona (Lled besoc - Jeft Bezos), Tecne
(Enon Mack - Elon Musk), Meizie (Mapxk 3ykepdepr — Mark Zuckerberg) manac cy
MY/ITUMWINjapiepy ¥ Tpolile 0acHOCTIOBHE CBOTE HOBLIA Ha pasnn4nuTe forabaje.
Hajdormu mpumep 3a To je rmamMmyposHo BeH4ame [leda besoca u TeneBusujcke Bo-
nutepke Jlopen Canues (Lauren Sanchez) y Beneruju, koje je cBojuM pasmepama
Y3HEMMPUJIO JIOKa/THe CTaHOBHMKe. Takobe, 1 JaHaIIBy aMepuyKy doraTam cy
Mame-Bulle MoHononucti. OHy Jodujajy yHOCHe ITOC/IOBe Of ip>KaBe y 0dmacTu
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CBEMUPCKMX UCTPAXKMBaIba 1 Ofi0paHe, Te CBOjY JOMUHALIN)Y Ha TPXKUIUTY >Kerle
nia onpyke y3 momoh nonutndapa. Hosu gururamam daporu 3amaxy ce 3a Ap>kas-
HY Jieperynanujy u cnodony nocinosama. C Tora cy guriu pyke o JleMokparcke
CTpaHKe, YMjy MOMNTHKY OLelYjy Kao IPeBUIIe PeryIaTUBHY 1 IPOTEKIIMOHN-
ctuuky. CTOTVHe MIIMOHA Jlo/Iapa YIOKWIN CY y IIpeCefHNYKY Kammamy Jlo-
Hanzia Tpamma. [TocedHo ce ncrunao Enon Mack, koju je jeHo Bpeme duo 1 ieo
TpammnoBe aMMHUCTpaLKje.

IopcTuameM pa3Boja HOBOT Ho3naheroi goda npepcenHuk TpaMI sxenu ja,
ocnamajyhu ce Ha rmodannsanujy, OOHOBM Y IIYHOj Mepy YyTPOXXEHY aMePUIKY
IpUBPEHY, TEXHONOIIKY Vi IIOIUTUYKY JOMUHALIA]Y.

3. Ilonyre CA]l 3a ycmocraB/bame JOMIHAIMje
Haj EBpornckom yHujom

Amepnuka joMMHaIMja HaZ EBpOIICKOM YHMjOM 1Ma BUILIe AMIMEH3Hja, a Haj-
UCTAKHYTHja je eKOHOMCKO-ycTaBHa. [Ipe cBera, Cjennmene Amepuuke JIp>xase
€KOHOMCKI Cy ce HeBepOBAaTHO pa3B1JIe 3aXBajbyjyhu deiepaTHOM eKOHOMCKOM
MOJIeITY, KOji je TIOfipasyMeBao yCIIOCTaB/bathe OTPOMHOT jeMHCTBEHOT TPXKUIITA
U BaJTyTe Ha CEBEPHOAMEPUYKOM KOHTHHEHTY. Be/IMKO Tp>XMINTe, jeHa BalyTa 1
BeNMKY Opoj moTpornaya omoryhunm cy sHadajHe mpoduTe KOMIAHWjaMa, YUju
CY BJIaCHMIM jeJlaH JIe0 KOPUCTUIN 3a TMYHO YXKMBabe, JOK Cy APYTHU JIe0 y/a-
rajii y TEXHOOIIKY Pa3Boj.

Y Esponun je nak kpajeM XIX u mogerkom XX BeKa IIPOMOBMCAH MOJEN Ha-
LIOHA/IHE IpXXKaBe U eKoHomuje. IlpocTop EBponckor KOHTMHEHTA MCTIapLeNn-
CaH je IIapMHaMa U [PyTYM HeTapu(pHUM IIperpeKamMa Koje Cy oMeTasie CTod0HO
KpeTame pode, /by/iu ¥ KalnTasna. Y TUM YCIOBMMA JOOUT eBPOIICKMM Iipenyseha
dura je 3HaTHO MamM Off aMepUuKMX. EBpona je HeyMuUTHO Tyduma eKOHOMCKY
dutky ca CjenumennM AMepryakuM JIpxxaBaMa. 3ajefHO ca eKOHOMCKIM C1adbe-
IEM, jaBIJIO Ce ¥ BOJHO 3a0CTajarbe yC/le MatbKa MOTYhHOCTY 32 MCTpakuBatba
u npoussBopmwy. [lopen Tora, HaunoHanusaMm y EBponu joBeo je 1o nokperama
paToBa OKO TepuTopuja 1 cepa yTnIaja, MITO je YHULITABaIO IPUBPERY U Ofi-
HEJIO BeNMMKY dPOj by ACKMX KMBOTA.

ITocne II cBeTckor para EBporbanu cy, ocHuBameM EBpoIckux 3ajegHuiia
U BEJIMKOT €BPOIICKOT TP>KUILTA, HACTOja/IN Jla MICIIPaBe youeHe I'PELIKe X cMa-
e 3a0cTaTak 3a CjegumennM JIpxxaBaMa, ajmm Cy y TOMe Suin caMo AeTMMUYHO
ycnemnn. C 0831poM Ha TO Ja Huje YCIIOCTaB/beHa KIacuvHa efepanata p-
XKaBa, CTOIIe IIPUBPEIHOT pacTa yHyTap EBporicke yHuje due cy roToBO yBeK
HEINTO HIDKe Hero y Amepunu. Ilopep Tora, /omre MCKYCTBO ca HAOpy>KaBambeM
NOjeIVIHMX eBPOIICKUX Ap>KaBa, nonyT Hemauke u Vtanuje, goseno je nocne 11
CBETCKOT para Jio Tora jja ce 3amagHa EBporna nogpeu aMepuykoj BojHoj Mohn y
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okBupy HATO-a. Msyses ®paniiycke, ocrase 4iaHuLEe YHMje MaJIo Cy yarajue y
BOjHY IHJYCTPH]jYy, HPEIyCTUBILY CEKTOP OfdpaHe aMepuyKoM IruraHry. [lakie,
EBporicka yHuja je JaHac eKOHOMCKY cnaduja 1 BojHO 3aBucHa of CjeubeHnx
Awmepnukux [Ip>xaBa.

Ipyru npodnem ca kojuM ce EBporicka yHMja cyodaBa jecTe TEXHOJIOIIKO 3a-
ocrajame 3a CAJl. Bogehe kommaHMje y 001acTyi AUTUTATHE TEXHONOTHje Cy aMe-
puuke. Tpedao je Mame on 30 roguna na Jlapu Ilejir (Google), Mapk 3ykepdepr
mnu [led Besoc ycroctaBe cBeTcky foMmnHanujy. IIpodnem uuje Tonuko y cruia-
by JJOMMHAHTHOT IT0/I0Kaja, /10 KOT je JOIIIO 3aXBasbyjyhy TeXHOMONIKIM MHO-
BallyjaMa ¥ YMEIIHOCTH, IITO je Nak nosehano mpogykTuBHOCT 1 mpodure, Beh
Y HaCTOjalby aMepMYKMX KOMIIAHMja [ja Ty JOMMHALIN]Y JaHAC OfIp>Ke HEeJIOjaITHUM
HOCTYIIIMa IIpeMa KOHKypeHTuMa. EBporicka yHuja nma egukacHe mHCTpyMeH-
Te 3a dopdy MPOTNB OBaKBUX I10jaBa, 3ACHOBAHE HA Pa3BIjEHOM 3aKOHOJABCTBY O
3amTUTH cnodogHe KOHKypeHnyje (3euenh, 2012: 11). OcHOBHe eBpOICKe HOP-
Me II0fipa3syMeBajy 3adpaHy KapTesa, Tj. aHTMKOHKYPEHTCKIX CIIopas3yMa, 3710-
yrnoTpede JOMIMHAHTHOT TIOI0’Kaja 1 KOHI[EHTPaIMja Ha eBPOIICKOM TP KMIITY.'
MebyTum, nuTame je KOMMKO je TOMEHYTO 3aKOHOZIaBCTBO Moryhe ynorpedutn
Yy KOHKPETHOM C/1y4ajy. AMepruKe KOMIIaHUje y TUTUTATHOM CEKTOPY U fajbe Cy
HeonxofHe EBpomnuy, jep 0Ha HeMa COIICTBEHE TeXHOJIOIIKE aITEPHATUBE CIMYHOT
o0nMKa U Kamanurera. Y TOM CMUCTY, aMePUYKI IUTUTATHNA TUTAaHTY KOPYCTe
cneniehy apryMeHT: MU CMO IOMUMHAHTHY Ha €BPOIICKOM TP)KMIITY, jep CMO Haj-
dorbi, a duTy HajOOBY HMje Ka>KIUBO.

Y 0BOM KOHTEKCTY JOJATHO 3adpuibaBa YNbeHNIIA /1A je IlapUHCKa ITO/N-
THUKA Y IOTIYHOCTY Y HaJIeXKHOCTY opraHa EBporncke yHuje. MehyTum, mnxos
offHOC peMa TpaMIIOBOj afMMHUCTPALIVj) OFJIMKOBAO Ce M3PaXKeHOM cado-
mwhy. Ha noverky, y anpuny 2025. roguae EBporicka KoMucuja je mpeioxmuia
AMepuKaHI[MMa IOTIIYHO yKuAamwe napuna usmehy nse crpane (Albert, 2025).
Kapa je y Majy oBe rogune Benuka bputanuja npuxsaTiuia aMepuiKy apuHCKy
cromy o 10%, YHuja je odjaBua fa du oHa 3a wy d1a HenpuxBaT/buBa. [lodeT-
KoM jyna EBpompanu cy, Mmehytum, dunu cipemHun fa ,,iporyTajy’ aMmepudke
napuHe ofi 10%, anu ce y nperosope HenocpegHo ymelnao JJonany Tpami u sa-
npeTno YHuju apuHama of 30% ako He dyae duito npuxsaheHo merosux 15%.
[IBe Hepe/be KacHMje EBporicka yHUja ce cnoxma ca TpaMIIoBuM 3axTeBoM, Oe3
yBobema NKaKBIUX Y3BPaTHUX PeCTPUKTUBHUX Mepa. [locTaBba ce nurame fja
1 je YHuja Morna jja pearyje fgpyradmje. Mohuu kontpayzmap 61mo du ysoheme
IJapyHa Ha II0jefINHe aMepUUKe IIPON3BOJe, TOCedHO ONope3nBambe AMEPIIKOT
puruTanHor cekropa (Meta, Google, Apple). Komucuje je mporenna a, mourro
He TI0CTOje eBPOIICKe KOMIIaHNje Koje du MOy N/Ie aITepHATUBY, IPe//IoKeHe

1 Yanosn o 10 5o 109 Yrosopa o pyuxunonucamwy Esporncke yHuje, Ypenda o KoHIeHTpa-
nujama — CE 139/2004.
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Mepe y IMTUTAIHOM CEKTOPY MOI'Y MMaTy HeraTUBHe MOoCIefiAIle 110 eBPOIICKY
HIpuUBpeNly, HajBepoBaTHIje Y BUAY CKOKa LleHa CBUX IIPOM3BO/ia Ha eBPOIICKOM
TpxuiTy. EBporncka yHuja je, nakie, ofrydnia fa u3dertHe TproBUHCKY eCKaja-
nujy ca Cjenumenum [IpxaBama. Iben momuppus cras he BepoBaTHO camMo 10-
Behatu TpaMmoBy aporaHIujy, a MOTao du Jja yrude U Ha JpyTe Be/lnKe aKTepe
Ha CBETCKOM TP>KUIITY, onyT KuHe.

4. 3aK/bydax

[ToxopaBame EBporicke yHuje Cjenumenum AMepudakuM JIp>kaBama y odma-
CTM LJapUHCKe TIOJINTHKE TOBOPY O HeHOj €KOHOMCKOj U TEXHOJIOIIKOj CTTadOCTH.
EBporncka yHmja HIje IIOCTama CyBepeHa, TeoCTpaTellKa CilIa Koja MOXe Jla 3ay-
3Me KpeIMOU/IaH CTaB y JAHAIIBEM CBETY 00e/IeXKeHOM NHTePECHNM CyKoduma
BeMMKMX. VIcTopujcku I71elaHo, Ap>KaBe YIaHuIe HIICY M3allle y CyCpeT MHU-
nujatusu ¢ppaHuyckor npeacennuka [le [ona mokpenyToj Tokom 60-1X roguHa
npousor Beka. [e I'on je xxenneo fa gp>kase 4ynaHuue EBporncke eKOHOMCKe 3a-
jemHuIIe 3HaYajHO yBehajy BojHe TPOLIKOBe, IIPOM3BOJiE Y KYIIYjy €BPOIICKO Ha-
opy’kKame 1, Iof;, PpaHITyCKMM BO))CTBOM, yCIIOCTaBe KOOPAMHAINjY y 0dmacTu
ondpane. Tume du 3ajegHNIIAa yCIIOCTaBMU/IA TeMeTbe T€OCTPATEIIKE Ay TOHOMUje
y onHocy Ha Cjenumene AMepuuke pxase. OcTase eBpoIICKe 3eM/be, IPefBO-
bene Hemaukom, oprosopure cy Jle F'ony na nema epukacHe ofdpane EBporncke
3ajeqHuIle de3 amepuukor de3degHOCHOT mITHTA. EBpOoIbaHMMa je duo maxiie
Jla M3/]Bajajy MUHMMATHE IPOLIeHTe 3a OfOpaHy, a /ja BUIIAK CPeicTaBa ycMepe
Yy €eKOHOMCKM Pa3BOj ¥ XMBOTHM CTaHAApA. Ped je o dacHM o 1jBpuKy u MpaBy:
€BPOICKVM IIBPYIIJIMA He MOT'Y OMTH IPYTY KPUBY ILITO HICY HA BpeMe 1 TOBO/BHO
jagamu cBojy reoctparemky Moh. Vmak, ycies yKpajuHCKOT paTa ¥ pycKe OIacHO-
CTH, OLielbeHe Kao er3ucTeHIjaTHe, wianuie EBporcke yHnmje ydp3aHo jadajy cBoj
ondpamdenn cexrop. He Tpeda rydutu m3 Buja HauMH Ha Koju ce TO panu. Peu
je, mopest ocTajIor, u o nosehamwy HadaBke HAOpY)Kama aMepUIKe IIPOU3BOJIbE.
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ABSTRACT

Quite a few European journalists and analysts currently believe that the Euro-
pean Union is in a vassal relationship with the United States. This relationship
has become more visible since Donald Trump, an admirer of the Gilded Age of
the United States and President William McKinley from the late 1800s and early
1900s, was elected President of the United States. Trump aspires, with the help
of tech industry magnates, to initiate a new Gilded Age and maintain Ameri-
can global leadership. The European Union is subordinate to America for sev-
eral reasons. The American federal constitutional order and the single market
are more efficient than the still politically divided and institutionally inefficient
European Union. The United States has achieved a decisive advantage in new
technologies, which allows it economic dominance and increased profitability.
A larger federal budget, in turn, enables significant investments in the military
industry. It is, therefore, unsurprising that European Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen failed to respond to the 15% increase in tariffs on European
goods imported into the US. A militarily and geo-strategically powerless Europe
is hardly a decisive actor in resolving the war that has erupted on its soil between
Russia and Ukraine.

KEY WORDS: Gilded Age, United States of America, federal constitutional order,
tech industry magnates, tariffs, geostrategic subordination of the European Union

1. Introduction

US President Donald Trump invited European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen to his newly opened luxury golf course in Turnberry, Scotland, to dis-
cuss tariffs. Trump did not fail to address the business and marketing aspect,
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claiming at a well-attended press conference that his golf club has the best courses
in the world. Tariff discussions ensued. Of course, Trump took the lead, while Ms.
von der Leyen sat calmly and submissively at his side. On July 27, 2025, the US
president announced that the United States would impose 15% tariffs on goods
imported from the European Union, which had previously averaged 1.2%. For its
part, the EU made no attempt to respond to this American restrictive commer-
cial measure, rolling over before US economic power and Trump’s assertiveness.
Since early 2025, the US Treasury Department has collected $ 100 billion in tariffs.
Their goal is also to protect American companies from foreign competition and
encourage domestic production (Leparmantier, 2025).

2. The New Gilded Age of Trump’s America

The Gilded Age of America is the period from the late 19th to the early 20th cen-
tury. More specifically, it began on May 10, 1869, when Leland Stanford ceremo-
nially drove the gold “Last Spike” into the railroad tracks, symbolically marking
the completion of the first transcontinental railroad that connected New York and
San Francisco, i.e., the East and West coasts of the United States (Escande, 2025).
The railroad was completed only four years after the end of the American Civil
War, waged between the industrialized North and the agricultural, slave-owning
South, which claimed 620,000 lives. Some thinkers consider this war to be the first
industrial conflict in human history (Cochet, 2012).

This feat of railway engineering, infrastructure, and technology cut down
the travel time from the East coast to the West coast to just six days instead of
six weeks, facilitating the movement of people and goods within the vast single
American market, which in turn laid the groundwork for rapid economic growth
and higher corporate profits. This period also witnessed remarkable technological
progress, making use of steam and industrial machinery, oil and steel, telegraphs,
telephones, and electricity. Skyscrapers sprang up in American cities, some of
which still serve as landmarks. As early as 1890, the gross domestic product of the
US was equal to that of Great Britain, the leading economic power in the world at
the time. Two decades later, in 1913, America’s GDP equalled the combined GDPs
of Great Britain, France, and Germany. In 30 years, the economic wealth of the
United States had increased 30 times, a growth unprecedented in human history
(Escande, 2025).

The period saw the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few magnates.
John Davison Rockefeller rose in the field of oil production, transportation, and
distribution, and, by pressuring competitors and suppliers, became a monopolist,
controlling a 90% market share. Similarly, Carnegie dominated the steel market,
and John Pierpont Morgan was a towering figure in banking and finance. Four
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thousand American families, who made up 1% of the population, held 50% of the
country’s economic wealth. Thanks to wealthy sponsors (Rockefeller, Carnegie,
and Morgan), William McKinley was elected President of the United States in
1896, defeating his Democratic opponent, William Jennings Bryant. McKinley
enjoyed the company of his billionaire supporters, as attested by photographs from
this time. Due to their ruthlessness in maintaining market dominance and close
ties to the country’s political leadership, which enabled them to secure lucrative
public contracts, these businessmen were dubbed “Robber Barons.”

The assassination of President McKinley in 1901 by an ardent anarchist sym-
bolically marked the end of the Gilded Age. The American people turned against
the unscrupulous rich, and McKinley’s successor, President Theodore Roosevelt,
strengthened antitrust laws before his distant cousin Franklin Delano Roosevelt
finished the job about thirty years later.

One might wonder what the Gilded Age has to do with today’s America. The
history of nations tends to catch up with contemporaries, and the role model of
the incumbent President of the United States is his distant predecessor, William
McKinley. Trump is also a great admirer of the Gilded Age, a period of intense
development and powerful businessmen (Escande, 2025). Perhaps that is why one
of his sons is named Barron. In a striking analogy, at the moment, 1% of American
families hold 40% of the country’s economic wealth. Of the 10 richest people in the
world, nine are Americans. All of them started from nothing before amassing un-
imaginable wealth during the new digital revolution. The owners of Amazon (Jeft
Bezos), Tesla (Elon Musk), and Facebook (Mark Zuckerberg) are multibillionaires
who have no qualms about spending fabulous sums of money on social events.
The most illustrative (and possibly most infamous) example of this is the glamor-
ous wedding of Jeft Bezos and TV presenter Lauren Sanchez in Venice, which up-
set locals with its scale and ostentatious display of wealth. The richest Americans
are also more or less monopolists who receive lucrative government contracts in
space research and defense and aspire to maintain their market dominance with
the help of elected officials. These new digital barons advocate for state deregula-
tion and freedom of business. Thus, they have abandoned the Democratic Party,
whose policies they consider too regulatory and protectionist. Instead, they in-
vested hundreds of millions of dollars in Donald Trump’s presidential campaign,
with Elon Musk, who was once part of the Trump administration, being the most
generous among them.

By fostering a new Gilded Age, President Trump aims to fully restore Ameri-
can economic, technological, and political dominance, which has been threatened
by globalization.
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3. US Leverage over the European Union

The US dominance over the European Union involves several elements, among
which the economic-constitutional aspect occupies a prominent place. First, the
United States of America achieved its incredible economic development thanks
to the federal economic model, which implied the establishment of a huge single
market and currency on the North American continent. A large market, a single
currency, and a large number of consumers enabled significant returns for compa-
nies, whose owners used part of their profit for personal enjoyment and invested
the rest in technological development.

In Europe, however, the model of the nation-state and economy was promoted
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. The European continent was parceled out by tar-
iffs and other types of non-tariff barriers to the free movement of goods, people,
and capital. Under these conditions, the profits of European companies were sig-
nificantly lower than those of their American counterparts. Europe was inexorably
losing the economic battle with the United States. Along with economic weak-
ness, Europe also struggled with military backwardness due to a lack of research
and production capabilities. In addition, nationalism in Europe led to wars over
territories and spheres of influence, which devastated the economy and claimed
numerous human lives.

After World War II, with the establishment of the European Communities and
a large European market, Europeans sought to rectify the perceived mistakes, that
is, to bridge the gap and catch up with the US, but they succeeded only partially.
As there was no establishment of a classic federal state, economic growth rates
within the European Union were invariably lower than in the US. In addition, the
postwar trauma of the devastating consequences of the armament of certain Eu-
ropean countries, such as Germany and Italy, led to the subordination of Western
Europe to American military power within the NATO framework. Apart from
France, all other EU members invested little in the military industry, leaving the
defense sector to the American giant. This has rendered the European Union eco-
nomically weaker than and militarily dependent on the United States.

Another problem that the European Union faces is technological lag behind
the US. All leading tech companies are American. It took less than 30 years for
Larry Page (Google), Mark Zuckerberg, or Jeft Bezos to establish world dominance.
The problem is not so much in creating a dominant position; obviously, their
rise was driven by technological innovation and expertise, which in turn boosted
productivity and profits. The current issue, however, is that American companies
now seek to maintain their dominance through unfair competition. Regardless,
the European Union has a tool to counter such ambitions: enacting legislation on
the protection of free competition (3euenh, 2012: 11). The fundamental Europe-
an norms prohibit cartels, i.e., anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominant
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positions, and concentration in the European market.! However, the question is
to what extent this legislation is applicable in a specific case. American tech com-
panies are indispensable to Europe because there is no one to replace them and
offer a technological alternative. In this regard, American Big Tech companies
argue that they are dominant in the European market because they are the best,
and being a leader in the industry is not punishable by law.

In this context, it is concerning that customs policy falls within the federal
jurisdiction of the European Union authorities. However, the EU leadership’s at-
titude towards the Trump administration has been rather submissive. Initially, in
April 2025, the European Commission proposed to the Americans the complete
abolition of customs duties between the two sides (Albert, 2025). When the United
Kingdom accepted the American tariff rate of 10% in May of this year, the EU an-
nounced that it deemed such a measure unacceptable. By early July, however, the
Europeans were ready to acquiesce to the American tariffs of 10%, but Donald
Trump directly intervened in the negotiations and threatened the EU with 30%
tariffs if they chose to reject the 15% his administration had proposed. Two weeks
later, the European Union agreed to Trump’s request, without introducing any re-
taliatory restrictive measures on American products and services. Could the EU
have responded differently? A powerful counterstrike would have been the intro-
duction of tariffs on certain American products, most pertinently, the taxation of
the American technology sector (Meta, Google, Apple). The Commission judged
that, given the lack of European companies that can offer an alternative, such
measures in the tech sphere would have negative repercussions for the European
economy, most likely a price increase for all products on the European market.
So, the European Union chose to avoid a trade clash with the United States. Its
conciliatory stance is likely to boost Trump’s arrogance and could also embolden
other major players on the global market, such as China.

4, Conclusion

The European Union’s deference to the United States in customs policy speaks
volumes about its economic and technological weakness. The European Union
has not become a sovereign, geostrategic power that can take a credible posi-
tion in the modern world, characterized by the conflicting interests of the great
powers. In the past, the member states had rejected the initiative proposed by
French President De Gaulle in the 1960s. De Gaulle wanted the member states of
the European Economic Community to significantly increase military spending,

1 Articles 10 to 109 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, Merger Regulation
EC 139/2004.
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produce and purchase European weapons, and, under French leadership, form a
coordinated defense system. This would have arguably laid the groundwork for
the EEC’s geostrategic autonomy from the United States. The response of other
European countries, led by Germany, was that there could be no effective defense
of the European Community without the American shield. It was easier for Eu-
ropeans to allocate minimal expenditure for defense and direct the surplus funds
into economic development and living standards, recalling Aesop’s fable about the
grasshopper and the ant. The European grasshoppers can hardly blame others for
not having invested adequate and timely efforts to bolster their geostrategic power.
However, due to the Ukrainian war and the Russian threat, which the EU judges to
be existential, EU member states have begun rapidly strengthening their defense
sectors. And yet, we must not lose sight of how this process is unfolding: paradoxi-
cally, it includes, among other things, the purchase of American-made weapons.
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