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,MOJ XEPOJ, TBOJ HEIIPMJATE/b”
Y PETMOHY ITEHTPAJTHE, UICTOYHE U JYTOMCTOYHE
EBPOIIE: OCBPT HA T'YBUTAK 3AMAXA**

Hanasu xoudepenumja , Moj xepoj, TBOj HelpujaTess’, Koje Cy ofp>kaHe 2011.
u 2015. roguHe y OKBUPY capafibe Bumierpajcke rpyie, opraHMOBaHI Cy Kao Off-
roBOp Ha XMTHY NoTpedy Aa ce npoHabhe 3ajefHNYKO pasyMeBame NCTOPMjCKUX
HapaTuBa y pernony Bumerpazcke rpyne. Linb nHunjaTuBe, IOKpEHyTe IIpe
BIILIE Of] JielieHNje, d110 je CTBapame IpocTopa y KoMe 01 Morjie duTy pa3marpaHe
pasnuunTe Nepuennuje M UCTpaKMBaHY HOBY HAaYMHM ITOCTU3akba 33j€JHIYKOT
craropuinTa. OBaj /b 8110 je TOCcedHO peeBaHTaH y BpeMe Kajia je IIMPOM pe-
rMOHa OMJI0 youeHo fja Tpeda XUTHO poHahu HOBa cpefcTBa 1 MeTOfie 3a IIPOy-
JaBame MCTOPUjCKMX jorabaja u HapaTusa.

Ode xoH(pepeHnVje Y OKBUPY MHUILIMjaTHUBeE ,,Mo0j Xepoj, TBOj HellpujaTess”
yKasaje Cy Ha IIDOMEHY y HapaTUBY, IITO Ofipa’kaBa Pa3BOj UCTOPU)CKOT JUCKYP-
cay peruony. Jako cy TakBe IpoMeHe OYeKMBAaHe, jep Ce UCTOPUjCKY HapaTUBA
IPUPOIHO Meajy Y CKIaly ca BpeMEHOM ¥ OKOJTHOCTIIMA, udepeHLpaHe yIore
K/ByYHMX aKTepa — JieTa/bHuje odjallllbeHe Y HACTABKY — 3aXTeBajy HaK/bUBU]y
aHanmM3y Kako M ce y HOTHYHOCTH pa3yMesia IbJXOBA YHYTpalllibha JUHAMMKA.
KpyuHo 3amaxame je a je EBponcka yunja (EY) nsryduna sHauajan feo cBoje
HopMaTyBHe Mohu, Koja je HeKajia Urpasa KJby4HY y/IOry y OONMMKOBamby OMNTIY-
Ke IVIMeHsMje Ipolieca mpomnpemna. KonkperHnje, cnocodnoct EY na MmoTnBune

* vvit.michal@gmail.com
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Ap>KaBe YWIAHMIIE U 3eM/be KaHIMAATe Ja pellle OutaTepaaHe CIOPOBe HAa HAYMH
KOjJI He OMeTa IIPpOoliec IPOLIperha 030M/bHO je ocmadbeHa.

Y TOM KOHTEKCTY, MHCTUTYLMje U npefcTaBHULIM EY cBe Buile 3aysumajy
Ollpe3aH CTaB, n3deraBajyhu AMpeKkTHO Melllame y OujlaTepaaHy JUHAMUKY, Ha
KOjy Mory MuHuManHo yruuaTti. Cuposobemwe nonutuka EY 1 gaspe je y Benmkoj
Mepy ycKnaleHo ca mpropuTeTnMa apykaBa YiIaHNUIA, a II0KA3aso ce Ja je Kopu-
mheme afMIHNCTPATUBHIX MHCTPYMEHATa 32 OO/IMKOBambe NOMUTUYKIX IIPO-
Iieca HeJIOBO/BHO JIe/IOTBOPHO KaJia je ped O pelllaBamy dulaTepamHNX NUTama.
Ocsphyhu ce Ha cTOpujcKu pa3Boj duarepaTHNX OFHOCA yHYTap Bumerpancke
TpyIIe, TeXHa Jia ce IpeBasuby pasiuke y UCTOpMjCKUM HapaTUBUMa OuIa je mp-
BEHCTBEHO MOTVBJCAHA 33j€JHIYKOM ITOJIMTUYKOM BU3UjOM — IpUCTyNameM EY.
MebyTtum, 3amax Koju je HOCTOjao Kaja Cy 3eM/be Buierpazcke peruje npucry-
nasne EY 3HauajHO je ocmaduo y pernony Jyroucroune EBpore, o yemy cBefoun
OYroTpajaH cTaryc Kauaupata 3a EY, koju nma CesepHa Makefonuja.

HenocraTak 3amaxa /1oBeo je Jjo Tora fla ce perMoH Jyroucrodse Espormne ymneo
y crmpaiy cykoda OKo HapaT!Ba, Ifie ce UCTOPHja KOPUCTY Kao MHCTPYMEHT Io-
TeNla, a He Kao CPEJCTBO 3a YCIIOCTaB/batbe 3aje[IHMYKOT pa3yMeBarha My IOCTa-
B/batbe TeMeJba 3a NP PETMOHANTHY Aujanor. I[locteneno ygambaBame of He-
roBamba 3ajeJJHMYKNX MCTOPUjCKMX HapaTUBa JOBEJIO je JO CUTyallje y K0joj je
dumaTepanHa capajmba y pernony Jyroucroune EBporie u ajbe oTesxaHa yces
TPajHO CYNPOTCTAB/beHNX TYMaueha IIPOIIIOCTH.

1. I3a30BM ca KOjuMa ce Cyo4aBa MHIIIMjaTHBa

Vuunujarusa ,,Moj Xxepoj, TBOj Hellpujates/p” y OYETKY je dua mnardopma
3a HeroBame MehycodHor pasymeBama koja odehasa, anu ce BpeMeHOM Cyodna
ca HI30M 113a30Ba KOjU Cy OMeTa/IM IeH Hallpefjak. JefjHa Off I/TaBHUX IIpelpeka
je cBe Beha momuTM3anMja NCTOPMjCKUX HAPATUBA, IITO je 0decxpadpnio KoH-
CTPYKTMBAH AMjasIor U OTpaHM4INI0 MoryhHOCTH 3a cMucieny pasmeny. ITomn-
TUYKY aKTepU Y pernony Jyroucroute EBpore Hepazo cy ce daBumm oceT/buBUM
VICTOPUjCKUM TeMaMa, u3adpaBIly ja KpPaTKOPOYHE IOIUTIYKe JOOUTI CTaBe
VICIIpeJ; ZYTOPOYHNUX HAIoOpa KOju BOJie IIOMUpEbY. JOII jefjaH 3Ha4ajaH 13a30B
jecTe OfICYCTBO 3aje[[HIYKe TeMe UIIN ,,Be/INKe TeMe , Koja o1 OfljeK1BasIa IIPOM
pervoHa. 3a pasjMKy Off lepuoja Koju je MpeTXoAno npuctynawy EY — xaga
je 3ajeTHMYKM IV/b MHTETpalMja CIY>KIMO Kao CHa)KaH IOJCTUIIAj 3a Capajiby —
TPEHYTHOM ITOTIUTUYKOM I1€j3a>Ky He[JOCTaje 3ajefHNYKa Tauka OC/IOHIIa, Koja du
MOIJIa fia IIPY>KM HEOTIXO/IaH IIOACTNIIAj 32 0OHOB/bEHO aHTaXKoBame. To je JoBeno
JI0 TIOCTajarba HelIOBe3aHNX HAIlopa, KOj! He YCIIeBajy 1a OCTBape BUJI/bUB IOMaK
Ka ycaryaliaBamy NCTOPUjCKUX HapaTHBa.
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HltaBuiite, LMpy reoNOTUTUIKY KOHTEKCT 3HA4ajHO Ce IIPOMEHNO, NPy de-
My fp>kaBe ynannne EY cBe Buile MOTUCKYjy HOMUTUKY IPOIIMPEHA y APYTU
IUIaH, Jajyhn IpeHOCT pelaBamy YHYTpallbuX NuTama. OBa MpoMeHa je CTBO-
puiIa BakyyM, oMoryhasajyhn anTepHaTMBHUM HapaTMBMMA, KOjii HUCY HY>KHO
ycknabenn ca npuanunuma narterpanuje EY, na nodujy Ha samaxy. Ilopep Tora,
VMHTEpPBEHLMje Ip>KaBa Wianuua EY y pemapamy permoHaTHux NUTama 9€CTo
cy BoheHe YHYTpalLIbUM MOMUTUYKUM Pasio3NMa, a He JyO/bIM pasyMeBarmbeM
peruoHaHe JMHAMMUKE.

2. IToyke u3 nckycrsa Bumerpajcke rpymne

MckycTBO 3eMajba Buirerpazmcke rpyme Hyiu [paroleHe IOyKe 3a PErMoH
Jyroucroune EBpone Kaza je ped 0 NIpUCTYIy UCTOPUjCKMM HapaTUBMMA y HIN-
pem okBupy EY nurerpanuja. Y koHTekcTy Bumerpazcke rpye, dunatepaaHu
VICTOPUjCKM HapaTUBI HUCY NIPEACTaB/bali HENIPEMOCTUBY IPENPEKY Capaibll.
Hanportus, 3ajeHNYKM OMUTUYKY L/b IpUCTyTIaba EY fenosao je kao cHaXkaH
dakTop yjennmema, Koju je OMaKIIaBao Jujanor u Kompomuc. Vako cy mocro-
jamy OpojHY MO3UTUBHU IPUMePU IIPeBas3NIakemba UCTOPUjCKUX Pa3INKa, MO-
TUBaLMja 3a la/be MOACTULIakbE 3ajeJHIYKOT pasyMeBamha IIPOLIIOCT 3HaYajHO
je ocmaduiia mocIe»bIX TOANHA.

Buierpajcka rpyma MoKpeHy/a je capajiby Koja je Jonasuia of03ro, Mako
¢dbopManHO ycBOjeHe HOpMe HaMeHeHe MO/ PLIIY PerMOHaIHOj Capafbyl YeCTO
HUCY Oule CYMITMHCKY IpuMembeHe. VI3 Teopujcke mepcreKkTnBe, y OBOM KOH-
TEKCTY M3JiBajajy ce 1Ba K/by4Ha nmpoueca. IIpBo, npenosHaBame 3aje JHUYKUX
perMoHaTHUX MHTEpeca JOBETIO je IO pa3Boja BUIIEC/IOjHE Capaiibe, KOjy KapaKTe-
pule ielieHTpann3aluja u eMoKparusanyja narepeca. Oaj nmporec omoryhmo
je pasmMYMTUM MHCTUTYIMjaMa [ja YIeCTBYjy y leMy, cMamwyjyhu ocnamarme Ha
I[IeHTPa/IM30BaHy KOHTPOIY U OTPaHMYaBajyhM yTUIIaj IOTUTUYKNX areHAM Ha
dunarepanHe n pernonanHe ogHoce. [Tokasano ce ja NICK/byYMBO OC/Iambalbe Ha
MHPPACTPYKTYPY, OHAKO KaKo je fepuHmcano HopmaMa EV, He ycrieBa na rene-
pulre 1yropodHe KOPUCTH, KAO LITO jeé HErOBake PErMOHa/IHE Capailhbe 3aCHO-
BaHe Ha 3ajefHMYKUM MHTepecuMa. CaM okBup nonutuka EY Huje foBo/baH fa
du ce ycrocTaBnIa ayTOHOMHA perMOHaIHa 1 dylatepanHa capajmwa. Crora je,
INPUIMKOM NIPOLieHe perMoHanuux nonutuka EY y oksupy Bumerpagcke rpye,
HEOIIXOHO y3eTH! Y 003Mp MMPOK CIeKTap (paKTOpa KOjy IIpeBasnase MojeHoO-
CTaB/bEHO Bpe[JHOBabe [10jefINHAYHMX MHMULIMjaTNBa 1 nporpama. OcHOB peruo-
HaJIHe capajbe y Buierpazickoj rpynm y BeIMKoj Mepu IIO4YMBa Ha 3ajeJHNYKOM
VICTOPMjCKOM MCKYCTBY KOMYHU3Ma, ILITO j€ JOJATHO I10ja4yaHo 3ajeJHNYKIM I10-
JTUTUYKUM OubeM HocTTpansunyone nHrerpanuje y HATO n EY. ¥ exonom-
CKOM CMICITY, Capajiiba 3eMasba Buierpasicke rpyre TemMe/by ce IpeBacXo/jHO Ha
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youaBamy 3ajefHNYKIX MHTepeca. OBaj NPy KOHILENT Hpy>ka ocehaj KomekTns-
HOT MJEHTUTETA, a/IV U IIOACTIYe IPAarMaTUYHy Capajiiby 3aCHOBAaHY Ha y3ajaMHO
KOPUCHUM €KOHOMCKMM MHTEpPecuMa.

CHa)kaH IIOJIMTUYKY CUCTEM K/bYYHM je PaKTOp 3a 0OIMKOBalbe pErMOHATHEe
capajme, Koja IpeBas3nIasy ycKe Hal[MOHa/THe MHTepece, 1 01O je mpecyzaH 3a
ycIlex capajme 3eMasba Bumnerpazcke rpyne. Mehytum, Ta mocsehenoct Bpeme-
HOM je crraduia, MoceSHO y OfICYCTBY 3ajeffHITIKe BM3Hje. Y OBOM KOHTEKCTY, YCIIO-
CTaB/barbe MHCTUTYLMOHATHNX MeXaHM3aMa 3a MjajioT M capajiby OMIIO je K/byd-
HO 32 OJjp>KaBalbe aHra)KMaHa y ClIy4ajy capajme Bumerpazacke rpyme. Mnak, y
I peM CMUCTTY Hyje dUIo y CTamby fla TeHepuIle /ja/ba YCMeperba 3a capajiiby HI
yHyTap 1 u3BaH Bumerpapcke rpyme. Mlako ekoHOMCKa capajjiba, Koja je cTBapa-
IbEM 33j€JHIYKOr TPKMIITA 3HAYajHO OfpKaBaia nogpuiky EY, Huje moBo/bHa fa
caMa 110 cedy reHepuIle HOBe CMepHMUIIE Capajibe, eKOHOMCKM MHTEePeCH MIaK
4eCTO MPEOBIajajy Haj IONUTUYKUM Heclnarambuma. VictoBpeMeno, oBaj npu-
CTYII TOKA3a0 ce Kao BUTAIHY modus operandi y cny4ajy capajiibe Buierpazucke
TpyIIe, aIn je y cy4ajy Jyroncroune EBporre 8110 caMo orpaHIYeHO IPYMEHTbUB
300T IOCTOjarba MOMUTUYKUX CTPYKTYpa Koje KOHTPOIUIITY €KOHOMCKE TOKOBe.
MebhyTuMm, HemocTojame MofjefHAKO YOeI/bUBOT OKBMPA y PETMOHY JyTOMCTOYHE
EBpomne npejcTaB/ba 3HaYajaH 13a30B 3a IOHAB/balbe BUILETPA/ICKOT Mofiena. Y
OJICYCTBY CHa>KHOT €KOHOMCKOT ITOKpeTada vy odjenumyjyhe monmurmdke Busu-
je, peruoH Jyroucroune EBpore Telmko ycnepa ja MOCTUTHE ICTY HUBO KOXe3uje
KapaKTepUCTMYaH 32 KOHTEKCT Buinerpazcke rpyme.

3. CTpaTenka pasMarpama: peBUTa/IN3aIMja MOena

[la du moBparmIa 3aMax ¥ MCITyHI/Ia CBOje IIPBOOMTHE IIM/beBe, MHUIIMjaTIBa
»Moj Xepoj, TBOj HellpMjaTe/b. MOpa Jia YCBOjY IIPUCTYII BUILIIE YyCMEPEH Ha K/byYHe
odacTy, Koje MOT'y JOBECTH 10 3HaYajHOT HampeTka. K/by4Hnm acriekT oBe cTpare-
Tuje Mofipa3yMeBa aHTa)kKOBame OfladpaHNX 3aMHTePECOBAHNX CTPaHa, YKIBY Y-
jyhu y To HOBMHape, IpOCBETHE paJHMKe 1 OpraHM3alje IVBYJIHOT JPYLITBA.
OBy aKkTepy MMajy IpecyHy y/lIOry y OACTUIamby KOHCTPYKTUBHOT /IMjaora u
CYIIpOTCTaB/bakby IONMUTHU3ALMjY MICTOPUjCKUX HapaTuBa. IbrxoBo yKk/byunBame
MOJKe TIPefICTaB/baT! Ba>KaH IOCPENHNYKI KOPAK y CTBapaiby ypaBHOTEKEHMjer
1 dorbe MHGOPMMCAHOT jaBHOT JUCKYpCa, IITO he y Kpajiwoj MMHMjU fOTPUHETH
nydpeM MehycodHOM pasyMeBamby y peruony.

[Topep aHra)koBamwa K/byYHNX aKTepa, 3a IOCTaB/balbe YBPCTUX TeMesba dy-
nyhe capajime HEOIIXO/IHO je [1a IOCTOoje AYTOPOYHA BY31ja ¥ KOHTUHYMPAHM Paj
Ha pEerMoOHaIHOM yMperKaBamwy. PasBujame MHCTUTYLMOHATHNX OKBUPA, KOjI
omoryhaBajy cTalHy MHTepaKIMjy U Ayjaor, ocurypahe ga mporecyu nommpe-
1ba He dyIy caMo criopafinyHy, Beh meo mmper, TpajHor nponeca. Crparenikn
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IPUCTYII AYTOPOYHOM IUIAaHMPaky MOpa Takohe YK/bydnBaT MeHTU(PUKOBabe
pernoHaIHUX IPUOPUTETA, KOjU CY YcKTaheHu ca mHTepecuMa CBUX yK/bYYeHUX
CTpaHa, unMe ce Heryje ocehaj 3ajeHIYKe TpuIagHOCTN U TocBeheHoCTN M-
Jb€BJMMA MHUIMjATUBE.

[TopjenHaxo je BaXXHO YCBOjUTH IIpuIaroheHe NpucTyIle, Koju y od3up ys3u-
Majy jeAMHCTBEHA MCTOPUjCKa UICKYCTBA M OCET/bUBOCTY CBAKe 3€M/b€ Y PETMOHY
Jyroucroune EBpore. C 0831poM Ha pasnmumuTe MCTOPKjCKe O3ajMHe U HUBOE
HOJIMTUYKOL U APYLITBEHOT pa3Boja, YHU(POPMHO pelllere BepoBaTHO Hehe fj0-
HeTy euKacHe pesynTaTe. YMECTO TOTa, 3a HETOBame NCTUHCKe capajme duhe
HIOTOZIHUjY TIPYUCTYII 3aCHOBAH Ha CIEeIMPIIHOM KOHTEKCTY, KOji IIPU3Haje C/10-
YKEHOCT M HMjaHCe dulaTepaHMX OffHOCA.

Ynpxkoc onajjarmby HopMaTuBHOT yTunaja EY y pernony, menn ¢punancujckn
VI TEXHUYKIU PEeCYyPCU U Jla/be NIPEACTaB/bajy 3HaYajHe MHCTPYMEHTE KOjU C€ MO-
Ty MICKOPUCTUTH 32 MOAPIIKY MHULMjATMBaMa IoMupema. [logctuname Beher
ydyectBoBama EY y perronamHoM Aujanory Morio 81 ja mpy»Ku IpeKo moTped-
HY MHCTUTYLMOHANHY U GMHAHCUjCKY NOAPLIKY, folprHOCcehn 0X1MB/baBamy
noTpare 3a sajefHUYKMM jesukoMm. Ilorennujanna ynora EY xao nocpegnuka, a
He Kao AMPeKTHOT yYeCHNKa y OMaTepaqHuM CIIOpPOBMMA, MOT/Ia OU CTBOPUTH
IIOTO/IHYj€ OKPY>KEHbe 32 KOHCTPYKTUBAH [JMjaJIOT Y CApa/IIbYy.

KonawHo, HeonxopiHO je n3dehy nojegHOCTaB/bMBabE CTIOKEHIX MCTOPM)-
CKMX HapaTuBa. Pemrapame TaKBUX OCET/bMBUX IUTakba 3aXT€Ba HUjaHCUPAH I
BUIIIECTIOjaH IIPUCTYTI, KOjJ TpeBasy/Iasy MOBPIIHA TyMadera 1 00yXBara C/IoKe-
He C7I0jeBe MCTOPHjCKOT KOHTeKCTa. [lojeHOCTaB/bBabe MICTOPUjCKMUX CIIOPOBA
MO>Ke OfIPUTU KPefUOMINTET HAlopa 3a IIOMUPEbe M PUSMKOBATH Jja IONATHO
nojaya noctojehe tensuje. Crora je cBeodyxBaTHa IIePCIIEKTUBA, KOja y3UMa Y
0031p MOMUTIYKE, APYLITBEHE Y KYJITYpHE AMMEeH3Mje UCTOPYjCKMUX HapaTuBa,
K/by4Ha 3a IIPOHA/IaKerbe 3ajeJHMIKOT je3MKa.
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MY HERO YOUR ENEMY IN THE CEE AND SEE REGION:
A REFLECTION ON THE LOSS OF MOMENTUM**

The findings of the My Hero Your Enemy conferences, which took place in 2011
and 2015 within the framework of the Visegrad Group, were organized in response
to the pressing need to find a common understanding of historical narratives
within the Visegrad region. The initiative, launched over a decade ago, aimed to
create a space for discussing different perceptions and exploring new ways of find-
ing common ground. This objective was particularly relevant at a time when the
urgency to find new means and methods to research historical events and narra-
tives was widely recognized.

Both conferences under the My Hero Your Enemy initiative highlighted a shift
in narrative, reflecting the evolving nature of historical discourse in the region.
While such shifts are a natural outcome of changing temporal and contextual
factors, the differentiated roles of key players, elaborated below, warrant closer
scrutiny to fully comprehend the underlying dynamics. A critical observation is
that the European Union (EU) has lost much of its normative power, which once
played a pivotal role in shaping the political dimension of the enlargement pro-
cess. More specifically, the EU’s ability to motivate member states and candidate
countries to resolve bilateral disputes in a manner that does not obstruct the en-
largement process has been severely diminished.

In this context, EU institutions and representatives have increasingly adopted a
cautious stance, avoiding direct intervention in bilateral dynamics over which they
exert minimal influence. The EU’s policy implementation remains largely aligned
with the priorities of its member states, and the use of administrative tools to shape
political processes has demonstrated limited effectiveness in addressing bilateral
issues. Looking back on the historical evolution of bilateral dynamics within the
Visegrad region, the drive to overcome differences in historical narratives was

* vvit.michal@gmail.com

** This work was written as a part of the project “My Hero Your Enemy: Historical Narratives
in National Identity Building in the CEE and SEE Region”, supported by the Visegrad Fund
via Visegrad+ grant no. 22330095.
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primarily motivated by a shared political vision— namely, accession to the EU.
However, the momentum observed during the Visegrad countries’ accession pe-
riod has waned significantly in the SEE region, as demonstrated by North Mace-
donia’s prolonged EU candidacy status.

Amidst this lack of momentum, the SEE region has become embroiled in a
spiral of narrative battles, utilizing history as an instrument of division rather
than a means to establish mutual understanding or lay a foundation for broader
regional dialogue. The gradual shift away from fostering shared historical nar-
ratives has led to a situation where bilateral collaboration within the SEE region
remains constrained by conflicting interpretations of the past.

1. Challenges Facing the Initiative

The My Hero Your Enemy initiative, which has emerged as a promising platform
for fostering mutual understanding, has faced a series of challenges that have
hindered its progress. One of the primary obstacles is the increasing politiciza-
tion of historical narratives, which has discouraged constructive engagement and
limited the room for meaningful dialogue. Political actors within the SEE region
have been reluctant to address sensitive historical topics, prioritizing short-term
political gains over long-term reconciliation efforts.

Another significant challenge is the absence of a unifying theme or “grand top-
ic” that resonates across the region. Unlike the period leading up to EU accession,
when the shared goal of integration served as a powerful catalyst for collabora-
tion, the current political landscape lacks a common focal point that could provide
the necessary impetus for renewed engagement. This has resulted in fragmented
efforts that fail to achieve tangible progress in reconciling historical narratives.

Furthermore, the broader geopolitical context has changed considerably, with
EU member states increasingly deprioritizing the enlargement agenda in favor of
domestic concerns. This shift has created a vacuum, allowing alternative narratives
that are not necessarily aligned with the principles of EU integration to gain trac-
tion. In addition, interventions by EU member states in regional affairs are often
driven by internal political considerations rather than a thorough understanding
of the regional dynamics at play.

2. Lessons from the Visegrad Experience

The experience of the Visegrad countries offers valuable lessons for the SEE region
to address historical narratives within the broader framework of EU integration.
In the Visegrad context, bilateral historical narratives have not posed an insur-
mountable barrier to collaboration. On the contrary, the shared political goal of
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EU accession served as a strong unifying factor, facilitating dialogue and com-
promise. However, despite numerous positive examples of overcoming historical
differences, the motivation to continue promoting a shared understanding of the
past has significantly diminished in recent years.

The Visegrad region has witnessed a top-down drive for collaboration, despite
the formally adopted norms intended to support regional cooperation often lack-
ing substantive implementation. From a theoretical perspective, two key processes
emerge in this context. Firstly, the recognition of shared regional interests has led
to the development of multilayered cooperation, characterized by the decentraliza-
tion and democratization of interests. This process has enabled the participation
of various institutions, reducing reliance on centralized control and limiting the
influence of political agendas on bilateral and regional relations. It has been dem-
onstrated that an exclusive reliance on infrastructure, as defined by EU norms,
fails to generate long-term benefits such as fostering regional cooperation rooted
in mutual interests. The EU’s policy framework alone cannot achieve the intended
goal of enabling autonomous regional and bilateral cooperation. Therefore, when
assessing EU regional policies within the V4 context, it is essential to consider a
broad array of factors that extend beyond the simplistic evaluation of individual
initiatives and programs. The foundation of regional cooperation in the Visegrad
region largely rests on a shared historical experience of communism, reinforced by
the common political objective of post-transition integration into NATO and the
EU. In economic terms, V4 cooperation is fundamentally anchored in the iden-
tification of shared interests. This overarching concept not only provides a sense
of collective identity but also fosters pragmatic collaboration driven by mutually
beneficial economic interests.

A strong political system is a crucial factor in shaping regional cooperation
that can trump narrow national interests and has been critical to the success of
the V4 collaboration. However, this commitment has decreased over time, par-
ticularly in the absence of a shared vision. In this context, the establishment of
institutional mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation played a pivotal role in
sustaining engagement in the case of Visegrad cooperation; however, more gen-
erally, it has proven unable to generate further guiding elements within and be-
yond the Visegrad framework. As for economic cooperation, which served as a
vital incentive for maintaining support for the EU due to the possibility of a large
common market, economic interests often prevail over political disagreements.
At the same time, this has proven a vital modus operandi in the case of Visegrad
cooperation, but its applicability in the SEE remains limited due to the existence
of political structures controlling economic performance. However, the lack of a
similarly compelling framework in the SEE region poses a significant challenge
to replicating the Visegrad model. In the absence of a strong economic driver or
a unifying political vision, the SEE region struggles to achieve the level of cohe-
sion observed in the Visegrad context.
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3. Strategic Considerations: Revitalizing the Model

To regain momentum and fulfil its original objectives, the My Hero Your Enemy
initiative must adopt a more targeted approach, focusing on key areas that can
drive meaningful progress. A crucial aspect of this strategy involves mobilizing
selected stakeholders, including journalists, educators, and civil society organiza-
tions. These actors play a pivotal role in fostering constructive dialogue and coun-
tering the politicization of historical narratives. Their involvement can serve as an
important intermediary step in creating a more balanced and informed public dis-
course, ultimately contributing to deeper mutual understanding across the region.

In addition to stakeholder engagement, a long-term vision and sustained re-
gional networking efforts are essential to laying a solid foundation for future col-
laboration. Developing institutional frameworks that facilitate continuous interac-
tion and dialogue would ensure that reconciliation efforts are not merely sporadic
but part of an overarching, ongoing process. A strategic approach to long-term
planning must also include identifying regional priorities that align with the in-
terests of all involved parties, thereby fostering a sense of shared ownership and
commitment to the initiative’s goals.

Equally important is the need to adopt tailored approaches that take into ac-
count the unique historical experiences and sensitivities of each country within the
SEE region. Given the diverse historical backgrounds and varying levels of political
and social development, a one-size-fits-all solution is unlikely to bring effective re-
sults. Instead, a context-specific approach that acknowledges the complexity and nu-
ance of bilateral relations will be more conducive to fostering genuine cooperation.

Despite the EU’s diminishing normative influence in the region, its financial and
technical resources remain valuable assets that can be leveraged to support reconcili-
ation initiatives. Encouraging increased EU involvement in regional dialogue efforts
could provide much-needed institutional and financial support, thereby helping to
reinvigorate the quest for common ground. The EU’s potential role as a facilitator,
rather than a direct participant in bilateral disputes, could contribute to creating an
environment more conducive to constructive dialogue and collaboration.

Finally, it is essential to avoid oversimplifying complex historical narratives.
Addressing such sensitive issues requires a nuanced and multifaceted approach
that can transcend superficial interpretations and embrace the intricate layers of
historical context. Simplification of historical disputes can undermine the cred-
ibility of reconciliation efforts and risk exacerbating existing tensions. A compre-
hensive perspective that considers the political, social, and cultural dimensions of
historical narratives is, therefore, crucial in finding common ground.
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